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Week Ending Friday, July 27, 1990 


Remarks at the Christening of the 
U.S.S. “George Washington” in 
Newport News, Virginia 

July 21, 1990 


Thank you very much. What a great day 
in Newport News. And to all of you out 
there, thank you for the warm welcome. 
And Dick Cheney, our able Secretary of 
Defense, thank you, sir, for those kind 
words. 

You know, we’re living in changing times, 
very exciting times for world peace. We’re 
living in tough times in a lot of ways. But it 
is so important that we have an able Secre- 
tary of Defense leading for our country’s 
best interests, our security interests. And I 
just want to say to this marvelous gathering 
today, I can think of no one better to be 
Secretary of Defense at this critical time 
than Dick Cheney. I am blessed to have 
him at my side. 

And I’m very proud to have other strong 
supporters of defense with us today: Our 
distinguished Senator from Virginia, Chuck 
Robb, a longtime friend and a strong sup- 
porter of all that the Navy undertakes. And 
it’s a pleasure to see the Tidewater contin- 
gent from Congress—Herb Bateman and 
Owen Pickett, Norm Sisisky—all who un- 
derstand the Navy’s mission, all who under- 
stand national defense. And of course, I'll 
single out one other Member of Congress I 
recognize, though he’s known as “B-1” Bob 
Dornan from California, he, too, a strong 
supporter—Congressman Dornan. I don’t 
want to reminisce too long, but I see Sena- 
tor Harry Byrd out here. Harry, stand up— 
[applause|—a great Virginian and another 
one who has stood for defense. Ed Camp- 
bell, my thanks to you, sir, president of 
Newport News Shipbuilding. And then my 
dear friend from Houston, Jim Kettleson, 
who is the CEO of Tenneco. Secretary 
Larry Garrett—doing a superb job for the 
Navy. And of course, our new CNO [Chief 
of Naval Operations], my friend Admiral 
Kelso. All our other distinguished guests. 


I am very pleased to be here this morn- 
ing with my daughter, Dorothy. She’s 
today’s matron of honor. And I know that 
Barbara—the Silver Fox, we call her— 
[laughter|—is deeply honored that you've 
chosen her to christen this magnificent ship, 
the George Washington. 

Coming to the shipyards today put me in 
mind of my first government job that Dick 
referred to. I was commissioned at the age 
of 18, an ensign in the Navy and a carrier 
pilot, and things were quite different then. 
The planes were slower. The ships were 
smaller. And as I look around at these admi- 
rals and some of the enlisted men and 
women that I’ve been privileged to meet 
with, they all seem a lot younger today. 
Captain Nutwell looks too young to drive a 
great big ship like this. [Laughter] 

But what I think it sums up to is that I’ve 
been told by our Chief of Naval Operations, 
by General Powell [Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff], by the other Chiefs, that we 
have never had finer officers or enlisted 
men and women in the armed services than 
we have today. And they look young to me, 
but they’re the best, and we are very, very 
proud of them. I don’t want to get too nos- 
talgic here—notice my Navy tie, however. 
[Laughter] But on my ship, the San Ja- 
cinto—it was one of those “fast carriers,” 
built atop a cruiser hull in the early months 
of our entry into the war—the deck wasn’t 
much wider than the wing span of the 
plane I flew, a TBF Grumman Avenger. 
Now, looking up at the Washington, I'm 
not sure that the San Jacinto itself wouldn’t 
fit on a hangar deck of this behemoth. 

For all of you—and I now speak to those 
who are doing the work of building this 
magnificent vessel, who have put months 
and years of your best work into this air- 
craft carrier—this has got to be a very 
proud day for you, as it is for me. The 
George Washington joins a noble line that 
begins with the first aircraft carrier built 
here—that was the Ranger, back in 1934. 
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Many of you out here are sons and daugh- 
ters of shipbuilders. In some families, four 
generations have worked here, turning steel 
into ships—men like Edgar Davis, 80 years 
old now, who followed his father and four 
brothers into these yards, and whose son 
and two grandsons work here today. When 
Edgar started work in 1926, there were no 
portable electric lights, so the steel workers 
went down into the hull holding candles. 
And yet before he retired 48 years later, 
Edgar Davis and his fellow workers here at 
Newport News had helped launch the nu- 
clear Navy. 

Edgar said he’d be here today if the 
weather was good. We tried to oblige him. 
He said, “I’ve seen so many launchings, but 
I'll tell you, I’m just as enthused about this 
one as I was about my very first.” 

This magnificent ship is a tribute to your 
talents. Few realize the magnitude of your 
task: what it means to build a state-of-the- 
art supercarrier—a warship, a floating city, 
an airport all rolled into one. But here she 
is, about to be launched, one step closer to 
service, one step closer to the sea. 

The carrier came of age, I think, in the 
Second World War. And the ships built in 
this yard helped us turn the tide in the 
Pacific: the Battle of Midway, the greatest 
naval contest in history; at Leyte Gulf, 
where our Navy captured control of the 
Western Pacific. When Jimmy Doolittle led 
his legendary raid on Tokyo, he took off 
from the deck of the Hornet, built right 
here at Newport News. Today the carrier 
remains an indispensable element in the 
American arsenal, projecting power, pre- 
serving the peace. 

Today, fortunately, is not a time of war. A 
new chapte: is opening, a day of great 
promise, a time of triumph for the ideals all 
Americans hold dear. But while freedom 
has made great gains, we have not entered 
an era of perpetual peace. What George 
Washington said in the 18th century is truer 
today than it ever was: “To be prepared for 
war is one of the most effective means of 
preserving the peace.” American power is 
still the world’s paramount force for free- 
dom. And as in time of war, when America 
waged the fight for freedom far from our 
shores, so today we must maintain a policy 
of peacetime engagement and armed forces 
sufficient to sustain our national interest. 
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We are inescapably the leader of free world 
defense, the connecting link in a global alli- 
ance of democracies, the pivotal factor of 
stability. We will not shrink from this re- 
sponsibility. Let the George Washington 
proclaim America’s commitment to remain 
forever free. 

Once again, Barbara, Dorothy, and I 
thank you for this warm welcome. We are 
pleased and honored to be a part of these 
proceedings. May God bless the George 
Washington and all who sail in her and all 
who fly from her deck. Thank you very, 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:21 a.m. in 
the Newport News Shipbuilding Yard. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Importation of Semiautomatic 
Weapons 


July 23, 1990 


The importation of weapons that meet 
the legal criteria for sporting purposes will 
continue to be allowed. The current ban on 
semiautomatic assault weapons was imple- 
mented last July, after comprehensive 
review, because these weapons have fea- 
tures which render them unsuitable for 
sporting purposes under the 1968 Gun Con- 
trol Act. As manufacturers redesign these 
weapons to eliminate the undesirable fea- 
tures, the manufacturers may reapply for 
approval to import the redesigned weapons. 
If the redesigned weapons meet the criteria 
of the 1968 Gun Control Act, the applica- 
tion will be approved by ATF [Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms]. Thus, the 
requests for imported weapons reported in 
today’s Washington Post were granted be- 
cause the weapons had been redesigned. 
This is entirely within the law. 

The crime bill which the administration 
proposed limits the number of rounds in 
detachable magazines. However, it will not 
influence the redesign of weapons within 
the configuration of traditional sporting 
rifles. I was wrong to suggest that the new 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 / July 23 


crime bill will influence redesigned weap- 
ons. The goal of keeping firearms out of the 
hands of felons is deeply held by this ad- 
ministration. The crime bill will go a long 
way toward ensuring the right of every 
American to be free from fear of violent 
crime. 


Proclamation 6162—To Modify Duty- 
Free Treatment Under the Generalized 
System of Preferences 


July 23, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. Pursuant to Title V of the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended (the 1974 Act) (19 U.S.C. 
2461 et seq.), the President may designate 
specified articles provided for in the Har- 
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (HTS) as eligible for preferential tariff 
treatment under the Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) when imported from des- 
ignated beneficiary developing countries. 

2. Pursuant to sections 501, 503(a), 504(a), 
and 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461, 
2463(a), 2464(a), and 2483), in order to sub- 
divide and amend the nomenclature of ex- 
isting provisions of the HTS for the pur- 
poses of the GSP, I have determined, after 
taking into account information and advice 
received under section 503(a), that the HTS 
should be modified to adjust the designation 
of eligible articles. In addition, pursuant to 
Title V of the 1974 Act, I have determined 
that it is appropriate to designate specified 
articles provided for in the HTS as eligible 
for preferential tariff treatment under the 
GSP when imported from any designated 
beneficiary developing country. I have also 
determined, pursuant to section 504(a) of 
the 1974 Act, that certain beneficiary coun- 
tries should not receive preferential tariff 
treatment under the GSP with respect to 
certain articles designated as eligible for 
preferential treatment under the GSP. 

3. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483) authorizes the President to embody 


in the HTS the substance of the provisions 
of that Act, and of other acts affecting 
import treatment, and actions thereunder. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, including but not limited to Title V 
and section 604 of the 1974 Act, do pro- 
claim that: 


(1) In order to provide benefits under the 
GSP to specified designated eligible articles 
when imported from any designated benefi- 
ciary developing country, the HTS is modi- 
fied as provided in Annex I to this procla- 
mation. 


(2Xa) In order to provide benefits under 
the GSP to specified designated eligible ar- 
ticles when imported from any designated 
beneficiary developing country, the Rates 
of Duty 1-Special subcolumn for each of the 
HTS subheadings enumerated in Annex 
II(a) and (b) to this proclamation is modified 
as provided in such Annex II(a) and (b). 


(b) In order to provide benefits under the 
GSP to specified designated eligible articles 
when imported from designated beneficiary 
developing countries and to provide that 
one or more.countries should not be treated 
as beneficiary developing countries with re- 
spect to such eligible articles for purposes of 
the GSP, the Rates of Duty 1-Special subco- 
lumn for each of the HTS subheadings enu- 
merated in Annex II(c) to this proclamation 
is modified by inserting the symbol “A*” as 
provided in such Annex II(c). 


(3) In order to provide that one or more 
countries should not be treated as benefici- 
ary developing countries with respect to 
certain eligible articles for purposes of the 
GSP, general note 3(c\iiXD) of the HTS is 
modified as provided in Annex III to this 
proclamation. 


(4) In order to provide for the continu- 
ation of previously proclaimed staged rate 
reductions on goods originating in the terri- 
tory of Canada in the HTS subheadings in 
Annex I to this proclamation, effective with 
respect to goods originating in the territory 
of Canada which are entered, or withdrawn 
from warehouse for consumption, on or 
after the dates specified in Annex IV to this 
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proclamation, the rate of duty in the HTS 
that is followed by the symbol “CA” in pa- 
rentheses set forth in the Rates of Duty 1- 
Special subcolumn for each of the HTS sub- 
headings enumerated in such Annex shall 
be deleted and the rate of duty provided in 
such Annex inserted in lieu thereof. 


(5) In order to provide for the continu- 
ation of previously proclaimed staged rate 
reductions for products of Israel in the HTS 
subheadings in Annex I to this proclama- 
tion, effective with respect to products of 
Israel entered, or withdrawn from ware- 
house for consumption, on or after the 
dates specified in Annex V to this proclama- 
tion, the rate of duty in the HTS that is 
followed by the symbol “IL” in parentheses 
set forth in the Rates of Duty 1-Special sub- 
column for each of the HTS subheadings 
enumerated in such Annex shall be deleted 
and the rate of duty provided in such 
Annex inserted in lieu thereof. 


(6) Any provisiors of previous proclama- 
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with 
the provisions of this proclamation are 
hereby superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 


(7) Except as provided for in paragraphs 
(4) and (5) of this proclamation, the amend- 
ments made by this proclamation shall be 
effective with respect to articles both: (i) 
imported on or after January 1, 1976, and 
(ii) entered, or withdrawn from warehouse 
for consumption, on or after August 1, 
1990. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of July, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:48 p.m., July 23, 1990) 


Note: The annexes to the proclamation were 
printed in the “Federal Register” of July 25. 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Rodrigo Borja Cevallos of 
Ecuador 


July 23, 1990 


President Bush. It has been a great pleas- 
ure to talk once again to my colleague, 
President Borja, with whom I had this mar- 
velous tennis game yesterday. You know, 
when we met in Costa Rica, we enjoyed 
some good conversation, and we also found 
time to work in a little tennis. And so, today 
we had stimulating, substantive talks, and 
yesterday we worked in a little tennis. And 
I can say unequivocally that we thoroughly 
enjoyed the rematches on both fronts. 

For many years, the whole world has 
been watching the progress of this coura- 
geous Pacific nation. A little over a decade 
ago, Ecuador became one of the first to set 
sail in the rising tide of democracy in Latin 
America, and like so many of its neighbors, 
it’s raised our hopes for a fully democratic 
hemisphere. And today the people of Ecua- 
dor can be proud of their free press and 
their exemplary record on human rights, 
hallmarks of both true democracy and true 
leadership, I might say. 

When he first came to office, President 
Borja faced difficult economic challenges. 
Inflation was up at about 100 percent; a 
debt, a staggering 110 percent of GNP, all 
payments suspended. But undaunted by the 
great political pressures he faced, President 
Borja began taking the kind of courageous 
steps that characterized the new generation 
of democratic leaders in this hemisphere. 
He made important economic reforms, such 
as improving the tax and tariff systems, and 
there’s also been movement toward reform- 
ing market mechanisms and government 
programs, including steps taken toward the 
elimination of price controls that have cre- 
ated serious distortions in the past. 

As a followup to the Cartagena [antidrug] 
summit and because of my special concern 
for the needs of the Andean countries, I am 
today announcing a package of new meas- 
ures for the Andean region. These measures 
will build on my Enterprise for Americas 
Initiative and will be steps en route to 
achieving our ultimate objectives of trade 
and investment liberalization and economic 
reform in the region. 
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First, I will ask Congress for legislative 
authority to enter into a one-way tariff pref- 
erence arrangement for duty-free entry for 
selected imports from Ecuador, Bolivia, 
Peru, and Colombia, to give these countries 
a special boost in fighting drugs and pro- 
moting their transition into a comprehen- 
sive free trade zone for the Americas. 

And second, I am proposing that we 
expand U.S. cooperation in technical assist- 
ance with the countries of the entire Latin 
American and Caribbean region, and par- 
ticularly with Andean countries to enhance 
the immense potential for agricultural 
trade. 

Third, in fulfillment of my commitment 
last year to consider additional GSP [Gener- 
alized System of Preferences] access for 
Andean products, this morning I signed a 
proclamation granting GSP treatment to 67 
new products. 

And fourth, concurrent with the transi- 
tional preferential tariff regime, we propose 
to negotiate with the Andean countries 
comprehensive, long-term undertakings on 
trade and investment liberalization. Bilater- 
al framework agreements are appropriate 
vehicles for achieving these goals. Today 
our governments will be signing such an 
agreement establishing a joint council to 
help our efforts to expand trade and invest- 
ment between our countries. 

Ecuador has also led the way in environ- 
mental reforms, becoming one of the first 
countries to engage in a debt-for-nature 
swap program. When we visited Ecuador in 
1984, I saw a beautiful country—an extraor- 
dinary mix of animal and plant life, the tow- 
ering Andes, the sweeping vista of the Pa- 
cific, and the Galapagos beyond. And we 
are committed to assist Ecuadorian efforts 
to preserve their unique environmental 
heritage. 

Ecuador has collaborated closely with the 
United States in our global effort to deal 
with the scourge of cocaine. And Ecuador is 
a leader in rolling back coca cultivation. In 
fact, several years ago, Ecuador eradicated 
all coca plantings. And the antidrug legisla- 
tion you have sponsored not only has kept 
the destructive cocaine culture from taking 
root in Ecuador, it aiso aids us in stanching 
the drug flow here. 

President Borja, I look forward to contin- 
ued close cooperation with you across the 


full range of our common concerns, from 
strengthening democracy throughout our 
hemisphere to working for expanded trade 
and investment opportunities to the fight 
against cocaine trafficking. Our talks have 
served to reconfirm the great value of our 
partnership. 

Thank you, and Godspeed in your jour- 
ney ahead. Thank you for coming here. 

President Borja. Mr. President Bush and 
ladies and gentlemen, it has been truly a 
pleasure to have been invited to this coun- 
try and to have been received by Mr. Bush 
and by his family, to have enjoyed the 
warmth of a close personal association with 
the family, and especially to have had the 
opportunity of continuing our tennis match, 
which started in Costa Rica. And yesterday, 
fortunately, not due to any diplomatic rea- 
sons or—of that nature—the results were 
tied. 

I would like to take advantage of this op- 
portunity to offer you some reflections and 
some comments as to the nature of the 
world in which we are living and the 
nature of the relationships in which we live 
in this environment between Ecuador and 
the United States. 

Every day, we are witnessing surprising 
and astounding events. I am certain that 
the years of 1989 and 1990 will go down in 
history as 2 years of extraordinary interest 
and extraordinary events. All of these 
events that we have witnessed have come 
with surprising speed and agility. We have 
been present at the fall of the Wall of 
Berlin. We are also witnessing the destruc- 
tion and the disappearance of the Marxist 
monocracies that are giving way to a new 
concept of socialism and liberty. We are 
also witnessing that there is a decrease in 
the armament race. There are changes in 
what is NATO and the Warsaw Pact. There 
are also indications of the unification of 
Germany, and Korea is also attempting to 
do the same. 

I think that all of these things bring to 
mind that there are two basic elements that 
are worthy of mentioning. One is the end 
of the Cold War, which began in World 
War II. And the second element of impor- 
tance is the fact that we are witnessing the 
appearance of a new opening as far as inter- 
national relations, an era where there will 
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be more just and equitable relations be- 
tween the various countries. 

We are present here at these various ele- 
ments of this new international order; and 
we hope that this new international order 
will be based upon a system of equity, of 
justice, and of equal participation. We ap- 
plaud and commend the initiative of Presi- 
dent Bush, his Enterprise for the Americas, 
which is based on three basic columns: one 
is the participation and growth of trade, the 
second one is a promotion of investments in 
all of these other countries, and the third is 
a reduction of the international debt that 
weighs so heavily upon us. 

We admire the words that have been 
mentioned by President Bush and his con- 
cept that prosperity for Latin American na- 
tions depends basically on trade and not so 
much on foreign assistance that our coun- 
tries may receive. We are sure that this 
prosperity will be the result of the work 
and of the creativity that we ourselves can 
develop. 

Therefore, we are a country that, at 
present, together with other countries in 
Latin America, have very low saving rates 
in our population. The capital transfers are 
beyond any reason in this sense, and they 
can provide better opportunities for the 
future to have better investments that will 
allow us to find the solutions to the social 
and economic problems of the countries. 

Ecuador is truly a nation of peace. It is an 
oasis where you find a great deal of tran- 
quility and peacefulness. We have a group 
of citizens that are hard-working people, 
and we have a government that is responsi- 
ble not only for its mandate but also is pro- 
jecting the future of Ecuador. And we are 
also having the basic foundations laid out 
for a democracy that will continue to sur- 
vive. Our country, therefore, offers an ex- 
cellent environment for foreign invest- 
ments, and we will welcome all foreign in- 
vestments that come into our country, and 
that they will also comply with the needs of 
our country and meet the social and legal 
elements. 

President Bush, Mr. Baker [Secretary of 
State], and Mr. Brady [Secretary of the 
Treasury] have been extremely courageous 
in attempting to find solutions to the prob- 
lems of the foreign debt. This foreign debt, 
as they have indicated, is not only a finan- 
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cial problem but it also constitutes a politi- 
cal problem with different expressions. The 
foreign debt for Latin American countries is 
basically a matter of survival. And we are 
seeing that this debt, the burdens that it 
weighs upon our countries, provides the 
risks of placing our governments into a posi- 
tion of incompetence, of inability of being 
able to find and solve social and economic 
problems. 

I have mentioned to Mr. Bush and his 
associates that our government in Ecuador 
has dedicated the decade of the nineties as 
the decade for ecological development. We, 
as all the nations of the world, wish to 
breathe pure, crystalline air, we wish to 
have healthy, good, fertile lands, and we 
also want to have clear waters running 
through our countries. As Ecuador is a 
member of the Amazon Basin pact, we are 
aware that the Amazon region is the largest 
humid, tropical forest that exists in the 
world. This provides 40 percent of the 
oxygen that the world breathes. One fifth of 
the fresh water supplies are residing in this 
section. We have over 4,000 vegetable spe- 
cies in these lands. Just to give you an idea: 
1 square mile of Amazon jungle has more 
species than all of the United States and 
Canada together. Therefore, we must take 
care of this environmental concern, to 
handle it properly, and to give it the neces- 
sary balance and equilibrium for future 
generations. 

First, I want to thank President Bush for 
this opportunity of visiting the United 
States and also for being the first Latin 
American President that has been invited 
to hold talks at the issuance of the Enter- 
prise for the Americas. Also, a special word 
of thanks for the family, for the warmth, for 
the cordiality that we received during yes- 
terday. And further thanks for the impor- 
tant statements that Mr. Bush has just 
issued. 

We wish to hold the President and the 
Government of these people responsible in 
the future to assist us in their commitment 
to achieve the progress and the well-being 
of Latin America and the Caribbean na- 
tions. And furthermore, a special expression 
of appreciation for the very kind and warm 
hospitality that President Bush has given us 
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during these few hours in this wonderful 
country. 
Thank you. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 1:12 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Presi- 
dent Borja spoke in Spanish, and his re- 
marks were translated by an interpreter. 
Prior to their remarks, the two Presidents 
met privately in the Oval Office and with 
U.S. and Ecuadorian officials in the Cabi- 
net Room, and then attended a luncheon in 
the Old Family Dining Room. 


Remarks Announcing the Nomination 
of David H. Souter To Be an Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States and a Question-and- 
Answer Session With Reporters 

July 23, 1990 


The President. My oath to the Constitu- 
tion charges me to faithfully execute the 
Office of President and, to the best of my 
ability, preserve, protect, and defend the 
Constitution of the United States. Few 
duties are more important in discharging 
that obligation than my _ responsibility, 
under article II, section 2 of our Constitu- 
tion, to select from among all possible 
choices one nominee to fill a vacancy on 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

The task of narrowing the selection to 
one highly qualified jurist, committed to the 
rule of law and faithful to the Constitution, 
could never be easy; but I have found it 
enormously satisfying. My choice will serve 
the Court and the Constitution well. 

I am most pleased to announce that I will 
nominate as Associate Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court a remarkable judge 
of keen intellect and the highest ability, one 
whose scholarly commitment to the law and 
whose wealth of experience mark him of 
first rank: Judge David Souter of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the First Cir- 
cuit. 

Judge Souter, I believe with all my heart, 
will prove a most worthy member of the 
Court. His tenure as an Associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the State of New 
Hampshire, as Attorney General of that 
State, and more recently as a Federal ap- 


peals judge unquestionably demonstrates 
his ability, his integrity, and his dedication 
to public service. And he has a keen appre- 
ciation of the proper judicial role rooted in 
fundamental belief in separation of powers 
and the democratic principles underlying 
our great system of government. 

Let me pay tribute, too, to the Justice 
whose retirement from the Court created 
the vacancy: Justice William Brennan. His 
powerful intellect, his winning personality 
and, importantly, his commitment to civil 
discourse on emotional issues that, at times, 
tempt uncivil voices have made him one of 
the greatest figures of our age. No one can 
question his dedication to the Nation and 
the energy that he has brought to his high 
office. His retirement is marked by the dig- 
nity and honor that characterized his 34 
years of service on the bench. And I told 
him the other day when I talked to him of 
the respect that Mrs. Bush and I have for 
him, for his wonderful service. In choosing 
to nominate Judge Souter who, like Justice 
Brennan, is largely a product of the State 
court system, I have looked for the same 
dedication to public service and strength of 
intellect exemplified by Justice Brennan. 

My selection process was not geared 
simply to any legal issue. It is not appropri- 
ate in choosing a Supreme Court Justice to 
use any litmus test. I want a Justice who 
will ably and fairly interpret the law across 
the range of issues the Court faces. Our 
country serves as a model for the world at a 
time of special significance, and I stress 
within the White House and to the Attor- 
ney General that our process could not be 
dominated by politics or special interests. 
And I believe that we’ve set a good exam- 
ple of selecting a fair arbiter of the law. 

Judge Souter will bring to the Court a 
wealth of judicial experience on the Su- 
preme Court of his State, and before that as 
a State trial court judge. Prior to his ap- 
pointment to the State bench, he was Attor- 
ney General of the State of New Hamp- 
shire. Judge Souter is a graduate of the Har- 
vard Law School, Phi Beta Kappa graduate 
of Harvard College. He was also a Rhodes 
scholar. 

My respect for his outstanding record led 
me earlier this year to nominate him to his 
present position on the court of appeals. 


1143 





July 23 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


The Senate unanimously confirmed him to 
that position because of his exceptional 
qualities and his experience. His opinions 
reflect a keen intellect as well as wise bal- 
ance between the theoretical and practical 
aspects of the law. Judge Souter, committed 
to interpreting, not making the law—he 
recognizes the proper role of judges in up- 
holding the democratic choices of the 
people through their elected representa- 
tives with constitutional constraints. 

Judge Brennan’s retirement took effect 
last Friday. The Court is now reduced to 
eight members. It is important to restore 
the bench to full strength by the first 
Monday in October, when the Court begins 
its 1990 term. I look forward to presenting 
Judge Souter’s nomination to the Senate as 
quickly as possible, and I look forward, as 
well, to a fair and expeditious confirmation 
process. 

Helen [Helen Thomas, 
International]? 

Q. Did you ask Judge Souter his views on 
abortion? Do you know what his views are? 
And affirmative action—all of these things 
that have become so controversial, the 
major issues of the day. 

The President. No. And I had one meet- 
ing with Judge Souter. I was very im- 
pressed. But in my view, it would have 
been inappropriate to ask him his views on 
specific issues. This process has been going 
on—this selection process—not with any 
specific seat in mind but just being pre- 
pared for a long, long time. Judge Souter 
was considered for the High Court back 
when Mr. Justice Kennedy was selected, 
and so, there’s a lot. And, then, of course, 
his name was very much in the forefront 
when he was nominated and subsequently 
confirmed for the appeals court. So, I am 
familiar with him, with his general views; 
but I did not and would not, as I think I’ve 
said before when I talked about—not just 
here but at other times—the litmus test ap- 
proach—I wouldn’t go into that with him. 

Q. Sir, does that mean you do not care 
what he thinks on these issues? 

The President. It means that I have se- 
lected a person who will interpret the Con- 
stitution and, in my view, not legislate from 
the Federal bench. 

Q. Mr. President, barely 3 days have 
passed since you learned of Justice Bren- 
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nan’s resignation. Why did you move so 
quickly on this appointment? And you also 
called the leaders of Congress and others 
over the weekend for their advice. When 
did you come to the choice of Justice 
Souter? 

The President. 1 came to the choice this 
afternoon. And I think I told the leaders 
that I talked to over the weekend that I 
wanted to move very fast. As I’ve said, this 
isn’t precipitous in the sense that we just 
started looking for names last Saturday. I 
remember meeting with the Attorney Gen- 
eral [Dick Thornburgh] and Boyden Gray 
[Counsel to the President] perhaps within 
the first month I was President—at least the 
first 2 months. And I’ve had a couple of 
meetings with them, and they’ve been in 
discussion with each other for a long time 
on this. Just the prudence would dictate 
that one be prepared lest there be a vacan- 
cy. So, we’ve been talking about who I 
might want to appoint for a long time. 

Q. Sir, if I could follow up: You’re not 
certain in your own mind how Justice 
Souter will vote if Roe v. Wade becomes 
before the Court next term? 

The President. What I’m certain of is that 
he will interpret the Constitution and not 
legislate from the Federal bench. 

Q. Mr. President, I believe Judge Souter 
is about 50 years old, as many of the candi- 
dates you’ve considered were younger than 
the current Justices. What kind of lasting 
legacy do you want to leave on the Su- 
preme Court? Do you expect this to be a 
long-term shifting of the center of balance 
for the Court? 

The President. I'm not looking—he’s in 
good health. I was looking over there to see 
how he’s looking at 50—[{/aughter}—but he 
seems to be in very vigorous health, and I 
would expect he’d serve a long term on the 
bench. But, Ann [Ann Compton, ABC 
News], I’m not viewing this as some person- 
al Bush imprint on the Court. I’ve pledged 
to seek out excellence, and I’ve pledged to 
look for somebody who would interpret the 
Constitution, and I am satisfied I have 
found the very best in that regard. 

Q. Do you expect the Court would shift 
to the right, philosophically? 

The President. | haven’t put it in terms of 
shifting left or right. I read a great deal of 
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speculation about all that, but all I’m saying 
is that we’ve got a nominee here who is 
extraordinarily intelligent, has a record, has 
been confirmed by the Senate, and who has 
satisfied inquiry at the State and Federal 
level as to his objectivity and as to his judi- 
cial philosophy. I’m satisfied as to all those 
counts. 

Q. Mr. President, as you know, the whole 
issue of abortion has, over this choice, is 
major in all of this. Do you know if the 
judge has written on this issue? Does he 
have a record on this issue that either side 
can point to, to make it an even bigger 
issue; or is it unknown and, therefore, more 
difficult to get at? 

The President. In the first place, I think it 
would be inappropriate, although I'll let 
him make up his own mind, for Justice 
Souter—{laughter|—to make any comments 
on any specific issue. Out of respect for the 
Senate, I would urge that he not do that. 
Any specific questions on specific issues 
should be addressed in an orderly confirma- 
tion process by the Senate. But beyond that, 
Lesley [Lesley Stahl, CBS News], you know, 
I think what I said earlier responds to your 
question. 

Q. You said you hadn’t asked him, but I 
wonder if he has a record, if it’s in print or 
if he’s made—— 

The President. Well, I don’t know about 
that. I didn’t consider that, as I thought I 
had made clear. 

Q. Mr. President, if you’ve concluded that 
it’s inappropriate to ask about a specific 
case like Roe v. Wade, do you also therefore 
consider it to be inappropriate for the 
Senate committee that'll do the confirma- 
tion to ask about a specific case like that? 

The President. 1 would let the Senate do 
whatever they want. They’re a separate and 
an independent body of our government, 
and there are certain precedents for how 
they approach these issues. But listen, I’ve 
got enough problems down here without 
trying to tell the Senate how to conduct its 
confirmation hearings. 

I’ve been handed a protocol note. Marlin 
Fitzwater [Press Secretary to the Presi- 
dent], who is not known for his protocol— 
[laughter|—he says it would be most appro- 
priate to let Judge Souter respond at this 
juncture. So, with your permission, we’ll 
proceed. 


David? 

Judge Souter. Thank you, Mr. President. 
I’m really not sure how to do that. If it 
were possible for me to express to you the 
realization that I have of the honor which 
the President has just done me, I would try, 
and I would keep you here as long tonight 
as I had to do to get it out. But I could not 
express that realization, and I’m not going 
to try to do the impossible. Beyond that, I 
hope you will understand that I must defer 
any further comments of mine until I am 
before the Senate and in the confirmation 
process. 

Q. Mr. President, conservatives recently 
have expressed some disappointment with 
what they call the flip-flop on no-new-tax 
pledge, your position on China, Lithuania, 
and the like. [Laughter] And since Gover- 
nor Sununu [Chief of Staff to the President] 
is recognized as the champion of conserv- 
atives in the White House, is the Judge’s 
connection to Governor Sununu—is this 
meant as an appeasement to the conserva- 
tive right? Do you think it will appease 
themP 

The President. Sununu’s got problems 
with his own credentials. I mean, he’s not 
going to help on that. [Laughter] And that’s 
not what this is all about. This matter, as 
I’ve indicated, was—there was almost a cer- 
tain recusal on the part of Governor 
Sununu on this. Clearly, he knows Judge 
Souter. He has great respect for Judge 
Souter. But this process, as I’m sure Boyden 
Gray and Dick Thornburgh will tell you, 
came up through a system. Excellence 
came to the top. And so, there is no politics 
of this nature in this kind of an appoint- 
ment. 

If I was looking to shore up one factor or 
another, there would be plenty of more 
visible ways to do it. Here, we are talking 
about excellence, judicial excellence, and 
the highest degree of qualification based on 
excellence to be on the Court. 

Q. Mr. President, earlier today Marlin 
Fitzwater said that whomever you chose as 
your candidate, your nominee, would re- 
flect your general philosophy of govern- 
ment. Is it still your philosophy that Roe v. 
Wade, the abortion law, should be over- 
turned? 





July 23 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


The President. Look, you all can keep 
trying all day long to get me to comment 
on abortion in relation to this nomination. 
And please, stop trying, because I’m not 
going to respond in that vein. It would be 
unfair to Judge Souter. It would be untrue 
because I haven’t looked at the nomination 
in that manner. And so, I simply cannot, 
and—you get another question, though, in- 
stead. 

Q. Well, my other question would simply 
be: Let’s not respond in the connection of 
Judge Souter. How about just your own per- 
sonal philosophy? 

The President. 1 haven’t changed my 
views. 

Q. Mr. President, I’m still not totally cer- 
tain by why you feel it was inappropriate to 
ask the judge’s views on issues. 

The President. Because I understand 
that’s the customary way of doing it, and 
that more important are the broad concepts 
of excellence: Is the man qualified? Does he 
share a broad view that what he ought to 
do on the bench is interpret the Constitu- 
tion and not legislate? And so, that’s all I 
need. And when you see the background of 
this man, I’m confident that the Senate will 
share my views. You're looking for fairness. 
You're looking for equity. I wrote down a 
bunch of words to help me make the deter- 
mination, and I wish I had them because 
they’re all along those lines—experience. 
And I did say that I'd like somebody that 
will interpret the Constitution, not legislate. 

Q. But to even be sure of that, sir, does 
that mean that you’ve at least studied some 
of his rulings? 

The President. There’s been a great deal 
of work done in the Justice Department at 
several levels, in our General Counsel's 
shop on all that kind of thing. But again, it 
would be inappropriate to go into those 
cases that he may have ruled on when he 
was on the State court or on the Federal 
bench. And I would simply leave that to the 
Senate. But, yes, there has been a thorough 
study of Judge Souter’s tremendously im- 
pressive record. 

Q. Mr. President, given the reality of get- 
ting a person confirmed to the Supreme 
Court these days, are you braced for a big 
battle? 

The President. 'm not going into this 
nomination or thrusting Judge Souter into 
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the nomination expecting a highly conten- 
tious battle. The man was confirmed by the 
Senate unanimously—and after testimony. 
So, I’m not suggesting there has to be or 
should be. I remember calmer days when 
there weren’t. So, I would not anticipate a 
contentious battle. I would anticipate thor- 
ough questioning. I would anticipate each 
Senator having enough information to make 
up his or her mind based on the record, on 
responses to questions. But, no, we’re not 
bracing for some horrendous fight with the 
United States Senate. And given his record, 
I would expect that the chances of that are 
minimal. 

Q. Do you think a President these days 
has to do more of a selling job than in the 
past? 

The President. I don’t know, Maureen 
[Maureen Dowd, New York Times]. I don’t 
think so. If the record speaks for itself, if I 
had selected somebody out of the political 
arena that had never been on the bench 
and never had any experience but was in 
my view well qualified, there might well 
have been more intervention on my part. 
I’m prepared to do whatever is appropriate 
in not only defending but advocating this 
confirmation. But I don’t believe there’s 
going to be a lot of personal involvement 
necessary because I think his record and his 
standing will speak for itself. 

Q. Mr. President, I’m going to make one 
more try. You say it’s inappropriate to ask. 
But you also admit there is a lot of back- 
ground paperwork on someone. Judge 
Souter was appointed to the New Hamp- 
shire court by Governor Sununu, whose 
feelings on abortion are well-known. Your 
feelings on abortion are well-known. Why 
should we not believe that that is a factor in 
your selection—even in making a list? 

The President. Because I’ve told you it’s 
not, and because you ought to listen to the 
testimony on the Hill, and then you can 
make up your mind better when you've 
seen the evidence. And I expect people will 
be raising this question. I’ve seen a lot of 
speculation over the last 48 hours, or what- 
ever it was, since Justice Brennan retired. 
But I’m telling you—you asked me what my 
view was, and I’ve told you how I ap- 
proached this matter. And that’s all I can 
do. 
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Q. Mr. President, you said a moment ago 
that there are Senate precedents on how 
questioning happens in the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. In fact, there are two very contrast- 
ing precedents. There was the Bork prece- 
dent where the nominee answered all sorts 
of questions, and there was the Justice 
O’Connor-Justice Kennedy precedent, in 
which the nominee declined to answer a lot 
of specific questions about how the nomi- 
nee felt. Do you have any preference about 
how your nominee handles these questions? 

The President. No, but I have confidence 
my nominee will handle it properly. Look, 
the man is a judge on a appeals court. He 
knows how to treat with this. And the 
Senate is a free Senate, and they know how 
to treat with it. I’m not going to get into 
that. I think it’s inappropriate for a Presi- 
dent to do that kind of thing. 

Q. If I could follow up: Do you think it’s 
appropriate for a nominee to answer specif- 
ic questions about how he might rule on 
cases? 

The President. 1 would leave that to the 
nominee and let the Senate make the final 
determination. 

Q. Were there one or two aspects of the 
judge’s background, his qualifications, that 
particularly brought him to the top of the 
list? 

The President. Being bright—extraordi- 
narily bright—and then a record for fair- 
ness—extraordinarily fair. 

Q. Surely—who were bright and fair, 
though. 

The President. Well, I've made my judg- 
ment based—you’ve asked me what I decid- 
ed it on, and these are some of the qualifi- 
cations that I think are essential. Plus I gave 
you the underpinning, which I want some- 
body that is not going to be a legislator 
sitting on the Supreme Court. 

Q. Did you meet Judge Souter before you 
made this decision within the last couple of 
days? 

The President. Yes. Just within the last 
couple of days. 

Q. Is this the first time you had seen him? 

The President. First time I had met him. 
And who knows? The amount of time I’ve 
spent in New Hampshire, I might well have 
seen him. [Laughter] We’ve been—as I 
have indicated—been talking to our Attor- 
ney General and Boyden Gray on resumes 


or on records for a long, long time. The 
man is very highly regarded. I just had a 
short visit with Judge Souter today and ob- 
viously was quite impressed. 

Q. You had already decided at that point? 

The President. No, I had not decided, and 
that’s the truth, as is everything else I’ve 
said here. 

Q. In speaking to your advisers about re- 
sumes and records, as you say, did you ask 
your advisers to produce only nominees 
who had no extensive written record on the 
abortion issue, that is, Trojan Horse candi- 
dates who would not provoke a large 
debate over—— 

The President. No. 

Q. Can you tell me how is it possible to 
make the selection without reviewing the 
judge’s record or a summary of his record 
that dealt with specific cases—if not abor- 
tion, affirmative action, civil rights issues, 
free speech, a lot of the emotional issues 
that the country is very concerned about? 

The President. Most of his writings have 
been at the State level, and I made the 
decision based on the criteria that I gave 
you. 

Q. So, you’re telling us that you have no 
idea what his judicial opinions are on abor- 
tion, affirmative action, civil rights, flag 
burning? 

The President. I’m telling you that you 
should stay tuned and let the testimony 
before the United States Senate determine 
whether he’s confirmed or not and that that 
will bring out all the questions that you are 
asking here. And the answers? That’s up to 
the judge to see how he should handle that, 
as one who is going to have to deal with a 
lot of issues in the future. 

Q. Mr. President, has Governor Sununu, 
who is well-acquainted with the nominee, 
given you his reading on the judge’s views 
on controversial issues such as—— 

The President. No. 

One, two, three, and then I’m leaving. 

Q. Am I back far enough? 

The President. One, two, three, four— 
you're in the middle. 

Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you can tell 
me, sir—you extolled the judge’s virtues 
and pointed out more than once that he 
was unanimously confirmed by the Senate 
for his present position. Can you think of 
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any reason, any possibility, the Senate 
would not confirm the judge for this post, 
other than ideological grounds? 

The President. No. I can think of none— 
that would not confirm him. None. Period. 

Q. And would you object strenuously to a 
confirmation battle over ideological 
grounds? 

The President. Look, I have nothing to 
say about that. This is a separate body. I 
don’t control the Senate. I would hope they 
would accept the—when they’ve had a 
chance to ask questions and to have a 
chance to review his record—would con- 
clude, as I have, that he is standingly well- 
qualified for the Federal bench, a judgment 
that was given to him not too long ago by 
the ABA [American Bar Association] itself— 
well-qualified, which I gather is the highest 
rating a judge can have. 

Q. You have said you’re not interested in 
making a Bush imprint on the Court. But 
you may also—— 

The President. \ have to, I guess, but I’m 
not interested in having this known as a 
Bush Court or something of that nature. 

Q. Well, you may be called upon through- 
out your term to actually name one or two 
others. Do you have those in mind? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. And also, if by—— 

The President. Yes, right there. 

Q. Who are they? 

Q. ——by having those names in mind of 
who you would appoint, are you doing the 
same thing like in foreign policy, saying 
that you want to choose a prudent man, or 
that the imprint would be something pecu- 
liar to youP 

The President. Look, I'll tell you how I 
look at this: not in terms of some specific 
imprint. But I want it said when I’m about 
90, 24 years from now, that I made a 
superb choice. And I think it will be so writ. 

Q. Mr. President, I'd like to ask you about 
the phrase you’re using: You’re opposed to 
somebody who would legislate from the 
bench. You're on record as wanting Roe v. 
Wade overturned. You’re on record as fa- 
voring a flag burning amendment to the 
Constitution. Aren’t those sorts of issues tan- 
tamount to legislating from the bench as 
well? 

The President. You'd have to tell me the 
case and advise me as to how—I don’t think 
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so. I don’t think when called upon to 
answer a constitutional question that that 
has to be legislating from the bench. 

Q. You would not be upset if the Court 
overturned Roe v. Wade, or if the courts 
upheld the flag burning law? 

The President. No, and a lot of other 
things, too. I believe in the separation of 
powers, and I happen to think that there’s 
been many, many things that trouble me— 
encroachment of micromanagement by the 
United States Congress on the Presidency. 
But I haven’t asked this able judge about 
those things. But I could cite—you cite 
two—you cite one that’s been on every- 
body’s lips ever since Justice Brennan re- 
tired. Listen, I never heard such coverage 
on the television. You might think the 
whole nomination had something to do with 
abortion. And it’s far broader than that. I 
have too much respect for the Supreme 
Court than to look at one specific issue and 
one alone. 

I’ve got time for one. Yes, Kathy [Kathy 
Lewis, Houston Post]? 

Q. Mr. President, there has been some 
speculation you might name an Hispanic 
this time and make history in doing so. You 
went a different route. What do you say to 
those who might be disappointed that 
didn’t happen, and what is the likelihood 
you might name a Hispanic should another 
vacancy develop? 

The President. First, I say to whoever it is 
that inquires: I’ve made the best choice I 
possibly could make in terms of qualifica- 
tions, ability, background, and tempera- 
ment to serve on this Court. And then I say: 
Look, the great thing about this country is 
you can achieve anything. There’s a lot of 
time down the road in which I’m sure you'll 
see a different makeup on the Court. But 
I’m not going to deal in any one specific 
group vis-a-vis another one. That’s what I 
would say. 

I just would ask the American people to 
understand I looked at a wide array of 
names prior to my getting into it in as 
much depth as I have very recently. The 
Attorney General, his staff, Boyden Gray, 
and his staff went through this process. It’s 
a process that’s been going on for some 
time, and the excellence was just there at 
the top. And so, I would not cite this as 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 / July 24 


something discouraging for anybody that as- 
pires to the Supreme Court or any group 
that would aspire to have representation on 
the Supreme Court. 

Listen, I really do have to go. 

Q. What did you ask him when you inter- 
viewed him? 

Q. Did he win in the interviews? 

The President. He did very, very well. 

Let me get one. I failed to—— 

Q. Two or three of the candidates that 
were mentioned were from your home 
State, and there was talk that you perhaps 
would choose somebody from the South be- 
cause you felt the South had been 
underrepresented since Justice Powell re- 
signed. Wasn’t anybody qualified in the 
South, or—— 

The President. Plenty of people qualified. 
And you raise a good point, because there is 
nobody from what I would call the South- 
east Conference South, but the South ex- 
cluding Texas, that is on the bench now. 
And there’s about a quarter of the people 
from there. So, this is a consideration and 
was a consideration that was forcefully 
brought home to me by key Members of 
Congress. And yet I determined that Judge 
Souter, given the qualifications I’ve tried to 
extol here, the virtues, is the choice for the 
Supreme Court at this time. But, no, these 
calls are not easy. And Kathy asked about 
different ethnic groups. You asked about re- 
gional distribution. And I think one consid- 
ers all these criteria. I think it’s fair to say 
that New England, which is not represent- 
ed on the bench now that Justice Brennan 
is retired, might look at it if I had gone with 
another nominee is, Why were they ex- 
cluded. So, I can understand regionalism. 
But please believe me, as a proud Texan I 
tried to look at it in a national sense. And I 
think I’ve come up with the best nominee. 

Jessie [Jessica Lee, USA Today], I’m sorry 
to disappoint you. 

Q. A very quick followup if I could: Sena- 
tor Simpson suggested that you follow the 
counsel of Mrs. Bush. Did you in any way 
on this decision? 

The President. How did he know? He 
doesn’t even know who I nominated. How 
could he have said that? 

Q. He said that he hoped that that would 
be what you would do. 


The President. Oh, 
fellow, Al. [Laughter] 


I see. Wonderful 


Note: The President spoke at 5:04 p.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks. 


Designation of Robert Elsner as 
Chairman of the Marine Mammal 
Commission 


July 23, 1990 


The President today designated Robert 
Elsner to be Chairman of the Marine 
Mammal Commission. He would succeed 
William W. Fox, Jr. 

Dr. Elsner has been a professor emeritus 
at the Institute of Marine Science at the 
University of Alaska in Fairbanks, AK. Prior 
to this he was a professor of marine science 
at the Institute of Marine Science at the 
University of Alaska. 

Dr. Elsner graduated from New York 
University (B.A., 1950) and the University of 
Washington (M.S., 1955; Ph.D., 1959). He 
was born June 3, 1920, in Boston, MA. He is 
married, has two children, and resides in 
Ester, AK. 


Remarks at a Republican Party 
Fundraising Luncheon in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 


July 24, 1990 


The President. Thank you, Elsie. For 
heaven’s sakes, you talk about somebody 
that really gives of herself to help others, I 
think our national committeewoman, Elsie 
Hillman, fits that description to a T. And I'll 
tell you, we Bushes love her, and we're 
very grateful to her. I want to salute Sena- 
tor Arlen Specter, who came up with me on 
Air Force One today, and also Congressman 
Larry Coughlin, who was here. Said he had 
to go back. I don’t see him right now. Both 
of them fantastic Republicans, leading in 
the Senate and in the House, and I’m de- 
lighted to be with them both. I mentioned 
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Elsie Hillman, and I want to also say to 
Herb Barness, our new committeeman, 
we're proud of you, sir. And of course, my 
friend of longstanding, Anne Anstine, our 
State chairperson, chairwoman, who is 
doing a superb job—and a tqugh, but terri- 
bly important job. And I salute them all, the 
party leadership. And I hope you'll forgive 
me if I single out one who is priority, par- 
ticularly this year, and I’m talking about the 
person that should be our next Governor 
for Pennsylvania: Barbara Hafer. Please get 
in there and work hard for her. 

And to Matt and to Senator Jubelirer and 
the leaders of the legislature, let me assure 
you I want to do whatever I can to help 
your party leadership and all of you in 
strengthening our numbers at that legisla- 
tive level. I still believe in federalism. | still 
believe that the answers that are best for all 
America are those that are closest to the 
people. And that argues, then, not just for 
the election of a Governor but argues for 
the need to have a Republican control of 
the houses of both legislative bodies in this 
State and in many other States as well. So, 
please do your best after August and the 
campaign heats up to help our outstanding 
candidates that have been recruited this 
year. 

You know, we live in a remarkable age. 
Isn’t it wonderful how everywhere you look 
in the world you see centralized bureaucra- 
cies crumbling—the removal of discredited, 
monolithic leadership and the inevitable re- 
jection of the stagnant, tired dogma of the 
past. 

Audience member. So, why are we fund- 
ing death squads in El Salvador? 

The President. Enough about the Demo- 
crats. 

Audience member. Why are we funding 
death squads in El Salvador if monolithic 
leaderships are crumbling? We’re paying $1 
million a day to fund death squads in El 
Salvador. 

The Audience. Boo! 

The President. May I continue here? It’s a 
wonderful thing about our system. You 
have an elected democracy in El Salvador— 
certifiably free elections—and then you 
have people come here to express their 
opinion. I think it’s a wonderful thing. How- 
ever, I would like to have a little—please—I 
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haven’t even said anything yet, and I’m 
lying. [Laughter] 

You know, it really is a wonderful deal. 
When you look around the world and see 
the move towards democracy and free elec- 
tions and freedom, it is a wonderful thing. 
So, I used to get all uptight when I'd hear 
these little protests that would come up. 
And I’d say, No, these people feel strongly 
about it; let them have their say. And then 
a little politeness should prevail, and the 
guy that’s up here speaking ought to be 
given his day in court. So, don’t get all 
upset about it. I run into this all the time. 

I’m sorry to hit and run, but two reasons. 
As Herb said, I’m off to an inspiring neigh- 
borhood action program. And then they did 
tell me that broccoli was on the menu, and 
I am staying with my position. [Laughter] 
You know I never change my position on 
anything. [Laughter] 

It is easy to understand why the Republi- 
can Party held its very first national con- 
vention here in Philadelphia and why this 
was once the Nation’s Capital. For three 
centuries now, Philadelphia has shown the 
world the true meaning in the measure of 
freedom. It was here that William Penn 
founded a colony—considered an unusual, 
even impossible experiment back then— 
where people of diverse ethnic and reli- 
gious backgrounds could live peacefully to- 
gether, free to work and worship as they 
chose. And here, just over a mile from 
where I stand, the Declaration of Independ- 
ence and the American Constitution were 
signed—documents the free world has 
always revered, that now inspire people 
newly free, from Managua to Gdansk in 
Poland. 

And those documents find meaning in 
the spirit of the people that sustain them. 
So, the appointment of a Supreme Court 
Justice becomes one of the most serious re- 
sponsibilities facing any President. The Su- 
preme Court must be guided by independ- 
ent minds. Its members are appointed for 
life, largely to keep them above the flames 
of political passion. So, in my nomination of 
Judge David Souter for Senate confirma- 
tion, to fill the seat vacated by Justice Wil- 
liam Brennan, there was no single issue, no 
litmus test or standard, dominating my de- 
cision to nominate. And I will add: There 
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should be no litmus test in the process of 
confirmation. My sole priority was to ap- 
point a Justice true to the life and the spirit 
of the Constitution, a priority that I’m con- 
fident will also guide the Congress in the 
confirmation process. 

America has a longstanding tradition of 
judicial restraint, going all the way back to 
the convictions held by a Philadelphian 
named James Wilson, one of the first Jus- 
tices of che American Supreme Court, 
whose writings spoke against adventurous 
pronouncements on policy by the Court. I 
believe I’m recommending an individual 
with a strong, incisive, independent devo- 
tion to interpreting the Constitution. He’s a 
quiet man of enormous intellectual 
strength, a tough trial court judge with a 
great legal mind and an impartial quality 
that will serve the Court well. I’ve nominat- 
ed this man, David Souter, because I be- 
lieve his combination of education, experi- 
ence, and integrity are second to none. And 
he’s a man of great judgment, and I firmly 
believe that he will be a great Justice on 
our Supreme Court. 

In that light, let me just say a word about 
the key role that our Attorney General, 
Dick Thornburgh, has played not only in 
this search but in working so hard for other 
things we all believe in. What an outstand- 
ing job he’s doing for the Nation and, I 
would also say, for the people of Pennsylva- 
nia. And every once in a while, the flak gets 
pretty heavy down there. But I wanted you, 
his friends, to know that this President is 
proud of him, stands by him, and I think we 
have an outstanding Attorney General. 

This city and State have always stood as a 
focal point of freedom, a center of intellec- 
tual, economic, and humanitarian develop- 
ment through three centuries of revolution- 
ary ideas. Today, in this room, that spirit 
continues, carried on by those who believe 
in limited government and the accountabil- 
ity of leaders. You’re showing the people of 
Pennsylvania that there is a Republican al- 
ternative, a new American independence 
from big government, from burgeoning bu- 
reaucracies—free from these things—from 
the invasive experiments of the big spend- 
ers. 

There is room in the Republican Party for 
differences on some issues, but on princi- 
ples we stand united, because there is work 


to be done. And we Republicans know what 
works. We believe that power has only one 
purpose: to help people. We believe that 
America transcends adversity and finds her 
greatest strength in diversity. And we are, 
as we always have been, a nation of quiet 
strength, tolerance, faith, freedom. So, we 
seek this new American independence for 
the sake of limited government that spends 
within its means and a new agenda of un- 
limited empowerment for the individual. 

Right now, the Congress and I are work- 
ing hard to put America’s fiscal house in 
order, to put the spending policies that 
brought us to this point behind us. For all of 
the appropriation bills that have passed the 
House, our Federal budget called for just 
under $188 billion. Well, Congress has ap- 
propriated over $202 billion. In fact, seven 
out of eight of those Democrat-controlled 
House appropriations bills have already sur- 
passed the budget authority that we re- 
quested. As long as spending runs out of 
control in Congress, the American people 
will pay the price. 

There’s nothing compassionate about 
building ever-larger, ineffective, centralized 
bureaucracies and then adding to the defi- 
cit to pay for them. All of us, on both sides 
of the aisle, in all branches and levels of 
government, need to stop looking for new 
ways to spend the people’s money and stop 
measuring success by dollars spent in bu- 
reaucracies built and start measuring our 
actions by how well they empower people. 
We have to stop asking, How much are we 
spending? and start asking, Is it working? 
And all of us, Republicans and Democrats, 
deserve and should demand real budget 
reform—through enhanced rescission or a 
line-item veto or a balanced budget amend- 
ment—some discipline on the process. 

Last Tuesday only seven votes stood be- 
tween victory and defeat in the House for 
that balanced budget amendment, an 
amendment that would have disciplined the 
executive branch and certainly disciplined 
the legislative branch. Well, this budget 
charade, these fiscal follies, must end. And I 
salute those Democrats in the leadership 
who are are now working with me—and 
several of them were in the Oval Office © 
before I left to come up here—trying to 
achieve a bipartisan agreement that we all 
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can live with, that would be good for our 
country, good for everybody around the 
world who are affected by these ever-in- 
creasing deficits. 

In the hope for a better future, let me 
tell you just a little about the recent past. 
We believe that nothing is more precious 
than America’s children, and so, we put to- 
gether child-care legislation to put choice in 
the hands of all families, whether low- or 
middle-income. We want to help families 
get the kind of child care they want, wheth- 
er at home or at church or a synagogue or 
from a local child-care provider. 

Well, the Senate passed a more restrictive 
child-care bill that takes choice out of the 
hands of parents, piles more redtape on 
providers, and builds a bigger day-care bu- 
reaucracy at double the cost of our bill— 
from $9 billion to $18 billion. And then the 
House, deciding spending equals compas- 
sion, outdid the Senate by tripling my re- 
quest to $29 billion. And there you have a 
classic budget-busting bidding war—another 
$20 billion added to the deficit over the 
next 5 years. 

But that wild spending habit is hard to 
break. Our emergency assistance to Panama 
and Nicaragua—after 3 long months, our 
$800 million package had doubled in cost 
not with emergency aid but with over $1 
billion of new, unrequested, unrelated do- 
mestic spending. Our Educational Excel- 
lence Act—designed to advance educational 
reform, reward achievement, and encour- 
age accountability and choice—started at a 
cost of $400 million, but increased to $1.4 
billion as costly and unrelated changes were 
piled on, more than tripling my original re- 
quest. And it’s time we left the tradition of 
runaway spending behind. 

In the budget negotiations now under- 
way, I’m encouraged by the kind of coop- 
eration that we’re seeing from both sides of 
the aisle. I’m hopeful we can break this 
spending spiral, reach a real budget agree- 
ment, and bring about meaningful reform. 

But there are clear differences between 
the parties, and when the voters under- 
stand those differences, I think our side 
wins. Do the voters want a party that re- 
wards excellence in education and empow- 
ers local school boards and parents, or the 
Democrats who’ve empowered the Wash- 
ington bureaucracy to limit parental control 


1152 


in the lives of their children? We say, the 
Republicans. Do they want the empower- 
ment of a million new private homeowners 
or the same old Democratic welfare hand- 
outs that stifle hope and devastate our 
cities? Again, we say the Republicans. And 
do they want the empowerment of choice 
in child care—private centers, churches, 
consortiums, in homes—or do they want 
government designed day-care centers to 
warehouse the kids, all run out of Washing- 
ton? And the answer again is clear: the Re- 
publicans. 

So, here in Pennsylvania and across the 
country, we need Republican leadership 
that understands the value of limited gov- 
ernment and the power of the people 
themselves. You’ve already got two Repub- 
lican U.S. Senators who are, in my view, 
doing an outstanding job. And now, if you 
believe in this philosophy that I’ve tried to 
articulate here today, Pennsylvania needs a 
Republican Governor—for education 
reform, for mass transit and better high- 
ways, and for better government, govern- 
ment that wouldn’t take a $348 million sur- 
plus inherited from Dick Thornburgh’s ad- 
ministration and turn it into a projected $1 
billion deficit. So, the bottom line: Pennsyl- 
vania needs Barbara Hafer, needs her bad. 

And we need to keep the State senate in 
Republican hands under Bob Jubelirer’s 
leadership, and we need State senators like 
Joe Rocks right here in Philadelphia and 
outstanding new Republican challengers 
here and across the State. And this year we 
have a chance to give Republican leader- 
ship back to the State house of representa- 
tives and make Matt Ryan the next speaker, 
and believe me, that would help in getting 
Pennsylvania under control. 

Matt and John Perzel have been all over 
the State recruiting outstanding candidates. 
And the candidates for both houses are let- 
ting Pennsylvania know that there is an al- 
ternative to the invasive and destructive 
tax-and-spend policies of the past. Some 
may define empowerment as giving govern- 
ment more power to control the people, 
but we in the party of Lincoln understand 
that empowerment means individual free- 
dom, and that government exists to serve. 

Those who still struggle in this society 
want opportunity, not paternalism; a hand 
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up, not a handout; not the servitude of wel- 
fare and public warehousing but jobs, pri- 
vate property, prosperity. Nobody wants to 
be dependent; they want a new declaration 
of independence. 

So, keep fighting for it here in Philadel- 
phia. Keep reminding the people of Penn- 
sylvania that we stand for good govern- 
ment. They deserve nothing less. 

Thank you for this wonderful support for 
our party, for our ticket. Thank you all. And 
may God bless you, and may God bless the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Thank you 
very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. in 
the Windham Ballroom at the Franklin 
Plaza Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
State Representatives Matthew Ryan and 
John Perzel. 


Nomination of Ryan Clark Crocker To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Lebanon 


July 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Ryan Clark Crocker to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Lebanon. He would succeed 
Thomas McCarthy. 

Since 1987 Mr. Crocker has served as po- 
litical counsel at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo, 
Egypt. Prior to this, he served as Deputy 
Director of the Office of Israel and Arab- 
Israeli Affairs at the State Department, 
1985-1987. Mr. Crocker served as chief of 
the political section at the U.S. Embassy in 
Beirut, Lebanon, 1981-1984. In addition, he 
served in various capacities in Iran, Qatar, 
Tunis, and Iraq. Mr. Crocker joined the 
Foreign Service in 1971. 

Mr. Crocker graduated from Whitman 
College (B.A., 1971) and attended Universi- 
ty College in Dublin, Ireland. He was born 
June 19, 1949, in Spokane, WA. Mr. Crock- 
er is married and resides in Cairo, Egypt. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Appointment of the United 
States Representatives to the Board of 
Trustees of the Regional 
Environmental Center for Central and 
Eastern Europe 


July 24, 1990 


The administration today named Frank 
Loy, John Schmitz, and Helen Petrauskas as 
the three U.S. representatives to the Board 
of Trustees of the Regional Environmental 
Center for Central and Eastern Europe 
being established in Budapest, Hungary. All 
3 have agreed to serve as part of a 15- 
member board that will oversee the oper- 
ations of the Center. President Bush first 
proposed the Regional Center last year 
during his visit to Budapest. 

At the President’s request, Congress au- 
thorized $5 million for the Regional Envi- 
ronmental Center as part of the Support for 
Eastern European Democracy (SEED) Act 
of 1989. The United States and the Repub- 
lic of Hungary signed an initial agreement 
in January outlining the goals and structures 
of the Center. Since then, the U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency has been at work 
laying the operational groundwork for the 
Center. Today’s appointments are effective 
immediately, although the Center’s official 
opening will not take place until September 
6, 1990, when EPA Administrator William 
K. Reilly will represent the President at the 
opening ceremony. 

The Hungarian Government has commit- 
ted approximately $800,000 for the Cen- 
ter’s operations. When the Center’s charter 
was signed on June 20, 1990, the European 
Community and The Netherlands joined as 
cofounders, offering financial support of 
$2.5 million and $250,000 respectively. The 
Governments of Austria and Norway have 
also indicated they will support the Center. 
Indeed, the list of founders is expected to 
grow as other governments sign the Cen- 
ter’s charter before the official September 
opening. 

Establishment of the Center comes as na- 
tions around the world look for ways to 
assist the Governments of Eastern Europe 
to institute economic and political reforms. 
The region is faced, in particular, with criti- 
cal problems of air and water pollution due 
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in large part to the region’s dependency on 
soft coal, its lack of adequate waste treat- 
ment facilities, and the failure of centrally 
planned economies to give adequate priori- 
ty to environmental protection. 

Although the Regional Environmental 
Center is being funded initially by govern- 
ment contributions, it will be a nonprofit, 
independent organization dedicated to find- 
ing regional solutions to the environmental 
challenges common to Central and Eastern 
Europe. It will draw on business and other 
private resources. As a source of informa- 
tion and assistance to the citizens and gov- 
ernments of the region, the Center will 
place special emphasis on the role of non- 
government environmental organizations in 
addressing these problems. The Center’s 
charter outlines its mission in four catego- 
ries: data collection and dissemination, de- 
velopment of institutional capabilities, edu- 
cation, and matching available resources 
with the needs in the region via a clearing- 
house. The Center will focus initially on 
three major areas of concern: the impact of 
environmental degradation on _ health, 
energy efficiency, and pollution prevention. 

The Center’s day-to-day operations will 
be under the management of the Executive 
Director, Dr. Peter Hardi, a Hungarian who 
currently serves as the director of the Hun- 
garian Institute of International Affairs and 
as a professor of political science at Buda- 
pest University of Economics. 

Frank Loy, of Washington, DC, is the 
president of the German Marshall Fund of 
the United States, which sponsors several 
exchange programs with Eastern European 
countries. He is also chairman of the Envi- 
ronmental Defense Board. John Schmitz, of 
McLean, VA, currently serves as Deputy 
Counsel to the President for environmental 
and energy matters. Helen Petrauskas, of 
Davisburg, MI, is vice president for envi- 
ronment and safety engineering for the 
Ford Motor Co. The U.S. board members 
will be joined by representatives selected 
by the Governments of Hungary and other 
East European countries, the European 
Community, and Austria. 

Also named today as the Center’s first 
program manager was Stephen Wassersug. 
Mr. Wassersug is currently the Director of 
the Hazardous Waste Management Division 
for EPA Region III in Philadelphia. He has 
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served in a number of Agency programs on 
air, water, and waste during his tenure with 
EPA. 


Remarks at an Antidrug Rally in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


July 24, 1990 


Thank you, Herman. Thank all of you out 
there for that—thank you, sir, for that ter- 
rific welcome. And let me just say hello to 
all those that are outside, listening on the 
loud speakers. We know they’re out there. 

First, a heartfelt thanks to Herman 
Wrice, for that introduction and for all he’s 
doing. I want to single out Reds Bagnell 
and Inspector Durkin and Al Wilson, of 
course, Herman, for all they’re doing in 
leading this fight against drugs. You know, 
Mayor Goode was here a minute ago, and I 
was delighted to be with him and hear right 
from him firsthand about this fight and 
about the neighborhood’s participation in it. 
And I also would like to give a hand to 
Cedrick Ward. What an outstanding job 
that guy did up here. Where are you, 
Cedrick? There he is. And I think it’s a 
great thing that Charles Barkley is here, 
Reggie White, Mark Howe, Lionel Sim- 
mons, and so many others showing their 
support for what you are doing in these 
neighborhoods. I’m proud of you. You 
might not realize it, but while you’re work- 
ing away out here, America has been hear- 
ing you. It’s listening to the tolling of a 
bright new sound: Philadelphians shouting 
firmly and defiantly to the terrorists who 
deal drugs, “We’re beating the odds.” And 
you are, and we’re proud of you. 

I love those teeshirts. I saw a couple of 
them: “Yes To Sports, No To Drugs.” An- 
other good message. I’m sure these four big 
guys will tell you that they appreciate it, 
too. You kids have the right idea. No crack 
in Philadelphia except for the one in the 
Liberty Bell. 

But here’s what I learned today. Here’s 
what I learned today. Here in this birth- 
place of independence, you have another 
kind of independence. You don’t have to 
depend on drugs or on dealers or on crime. 
You’re free to believe in yourselves. And I 
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love those teeshirts that say, too: “I Believe 
In Me.” Well, I believe in you, too. Keep up 
that pride. 

Let me tell you the two stories that stick 
in my mind as I learned about this Philadel- 
phia Antidrug Coalition. In one, your neigh- 
borhood families, numbed by fear, routinely 
barricaded themselves inside their homes 
while the sounds of battle raged outside— 
the burst of gunfire in these drive-by shoot- 
ings, the echoing threats of the drug deal- 
ers, and the shuffle of the zombie-like pro- 
cession to the infested crack house next 
door. 

And it was, in those days, a war zone of 
despair. But listen, that was from the past. 
And here’s a story from today. An 11-year- 
old boy named James used to hang around 
the edge of those cleanup projects. And he 
didn’t want to go home to his alcoholic 
mother. He needed money for shoes, but 
was too young to earn anything but the $15 
that these drug pushers would pay him to 
be a lookout. 

And you might say, well, why do I like 
this storyP Because someone who cared 
found James. And he was Herman Wrice, 
the John Wayne of Philadelphia and this 
towering mountain of a man who started a 
whole movement by declaring war on a 
crack house with a sledgehammer. To 
James, living drug-free in the safety of the 
Wrice home, he is now “Dad.” 

My friends, you show that individual 
neighborhoods can, indeed, work together 
to restore hope and self-respect. You show 
that community commitment can extin- 
guish the destructive blaze of crack burning 
up our streets and our kids. And you speak 
loudly and clearly. The adults are saying 
that no more children will be won over by 
these desperados of death. They’re saying: 
We’re not going to surrender to you. We’re 
taking back our kids, and we’re taking back 
our streets. That’s the message from Phila- 
delphia to Washington, DC. 

And you kids out here, just a word to you 
guys: You’re the ones we’re proudest of be- 
cause you’re saying, Hey, I believe in me. I 
believe I’m worthwhile, and I’m not going 
to waste my life for the filth of your crack 
houses. And I’m going to believe in some- 
thing bigger than that; I’m going to believe 
in my community and my life and my 
family and in my future. 


You’ve formed this antidrug olympics I’ve 
been hearing about and these after-school 
activities as an alternative to drugs. You’ve 
stood on the streetcorners—I love that. For 
those who are not from this neighborhood, 
let me tell you about that. They stand on 
the streetcorners all night long, bearing wit- 
ness by your presence to the victory being 
won. And drug dealers see them coming, 
and they scatter like cockroaches in a 
sudden burst of light. In an America that 
worships heroes, in your own way, you are 
the real thing. 

We're also excited about this Operation 
PEARL, an unprecedented effort to uncov- 
er and destroy the dark, dirty roots of drug 
corruption one neighborhood at a time. 
This experiment that I’ve heard about 
today in community-government coopera- 
tion combines the services of city, State, 
Federal agencies, all with local volunteers. 
And it embodies the sort of vision and suc- 
cess that our Drug Czar [William J. Ben- 
nett, Director of National Drug Control 
Policy] in Washington has encouraged since 
taking command of our drug war. 

You know, America has waited too long. 
And now we’ve: got to move forward to 
help in Washington with the crime bill and 
other pieces of legislation, because you are 
getting your job done right here—in efforts 
like the all-night bonfire vigil one rainy 
night, when 300 of you in white hardhats 
closed down drug action on Indiana 
Avenue. When you lit that first bonfire, you 
were lighting more than just one flame 
against the cold: you were setting up a 
beacon of hope against evil, a symbol to 
other communities in despair. 

So, in conclusion, you know, I remember 
the westerns of my youth: The good guys 
wore the white hats, and they stood firmly 
and proudly for morality. I am glad to see 
that right here in this precious neighbor- 
hood in Philadelphia the good guys still 
wear the white hats, still stand firmly and 
proudly for those same virtues. Now, 
Herman put it this way. He said he'll take 
off his hat on the streets of Philadelphia 
“only when we win this war.” Well, I know 
that I'll return one day and find you out 
there bareheaded, with your neighbors 
strong, drug-free at your side. 
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Thank you for this example that you are 
setting for the entire United States of 
America. I leave impressed, inspired, and 
determined to do my part to help you kids 
in your fight against drugs. Thank you all 
very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:58 p.m. in 
the West Philadelphia Community Center. 


Nomination of Jerome H. Powell To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury 


July 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Jerome H. Powell to be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for Do- 
mestic Finance. He would succeed David 
W. Mullins, Jr. 

Since 1984 Mr. Powell has served as an 
investment banker with the firm of Dillion, 
Read and Co., Inc. Prior to this, he was an 
attorney with Werbel and McMillin, 1983- 
1984; an attorney with the firm of Davis 
Polk and Wardwell, 1981-1983; and a law 
clerk for Judge E.A. van Graafeiland of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Cir- 
cuit, 1979-1980. He was a legislative assist- 
ant for Senator Richard Schweiker, 1975- 
1976. 

Mr. Powell graduated from Princeton 
University (B.A., 1975) and Georgetown 
University Law Center (J.D., 1979). He was 
born February 4, 1953, in Washington, DC. 
He is married, has two children, and resides 
in Pelham, NY. 


Nomination of Edward P. Brynn To Be 
— States Ambassador to Burkina 
aso 


July 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edward P. Brynn to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
— Faso. He would succeed David H. 

n. 
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Since 1989 Dr. Brynn has served as a 
member of the Senior Seminar at the For- 
eign Service Institute. Prior to this, he was 
Deputy Chief of Mission in Yaounde, Came- 
roon, 1987-1989; Chargé d’Affaires in 
Moroni, Comoros Islands, 1985-1987; and 
Deputy Chief of Mission in Nouakchott, 
Mauritania, 1982-1985. He served as a staff 
member on the Senate Select Committee 
on Intelligence, 1981-1982. Dr. Brynn 
served at the Bureau of African Affairs, 
1980-1981; political officer in Bamako, 
Mali, 1978-1980; Foreign Service officer in 
residence at the U.S. Air Force Academy, 
1976-1978; and as a political and economic 
officer in Sri Lanka, 1973-1975. Dr. Brynn 
served in the U.S. Air Force, 1968—-1972. 

Dr. Brynn graduated from Georgetown 
University (B.A., 1964) and Stanford Univer- 
sity (M.A., 1965; Ph.D., 1968). He was born 
August 1, 1942, in Pittsburgh, PA. Dr. 
Brynn is married, has five children, and re- 
sides in Washington, DC. 


Accordance of the Personal Rank of 
Ambassador to Bradley Gordon While 
Serving on the Nuclear Non-Prolifera- 
tion Treaty Review Conference Prepara- 
tory Committee 

July 24, 1990 


The President today accorded the person- 
al rank of Ambassador to Bradley Gordon in 
his capacity as Alternate Head of Delega- 
tion to the 1990 Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Review Conference Preparatory 
Committee. 

Since 1990 Dr. Gordon has served as As- 
sistant Director of the U.S. Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency in the Bureau of 
Nuclear Weapons and Control at the De- 
partment of State in Washington, DC. Prior 
to this he was legislative assistant in the 
office of Senator Rudy Boschwitz, 1987- 
1989. He was a professional staff member 
for the Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, 1985-1987; political analyst for the 
Central Intelligence Agency in the Office of 
Near Eastern/South Asian Analysis, 1979- 
1985; research assistant with the Middle 
East Institute at Columbia University, 1975- 
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1976; and a research assistant with the 
Bureau of Applied Social Research at Co- 
lumbia University, 1975. 

Dr. Gordon graduated from Brandeis 
University (B.A., 1971), University of Ver- 
mont (M.A., 1974), and Columbia University 
(Ph.D., 1979). He was born May 22, 1949, in 
Burlington, VT. He is married, has three 
children, and resides in Reston, VA. 


Remarks at a Republican Party 
Fundraising Dinner in New York City 


July 24, 1990 


Thank you all. Thank you so much, Sena- 
tor. And let me say how very pleased I am 
to be here. A salute first to Senator 
D’Amato, who’s doing such a superb job in 
Washington. He and I have to leave before 
the broccoli to get back to—[laughter|—get 
back down there, so I hope you'll excuse us. 
But let me salute my old friend, the bor- 
ough president. Mr. President, we’re proud 
of you, Guy Molinari. And of course, our 
senate leader, Ralph Marino. 

I just met with him, and we talked about 
the importance of keeping control of this 
senate, given the significance of redistrict- 
ing coming up. It is absolutely essential, and 
thus I want to thank everybody that has 
helped in this dinner. It is key that Ralph 
continue to run the senate on the Republi- 
can side. We’ve got to keep control of it. 

And I expect, because of his responsibil- 
ities as head of this whole campaign for the 
senate, Guy Velella, over here, knows that 
he’s got some big shoes to fill, too—big re- 
sponsibilities. Rapp, it’s good to see you 
again—Rapp Rappleyea, the leader over 
here on our—I wish we had some more 
troops for him, and maybe we will out of 
this selection on the assembly. I want to 
salute our able party chairman, Pat Barrett, 
a man who’s given up an awful lot to lead 
our troops; and my old friend Dick Rosen- 
baum, the national committeeman; Comp- 
troller Ned Regan; and Bernard Smith, run- 
ning here. Is it okay to mention my brother 
John? Okay. All right. And I’m going to be 
in real trouble, but Rita—Rita DiMartino, I 
see her all over the place. She’s like 
Batman: she’s everywhere. And Joe Mon- 


dello and many other leaders. I’m very 
pleased to be here. I want to single out two, 
however, who deserve our support. They 
have mine, and they are going to surprise a 
lot of people: Pierre Rinfret for Governor, 
and Geff Yancey. We need them. They’re a 
good team. They’ve got great families. 

You know, for 2 years, when I was Am- 
bassador to the U.N., Barbara and I lived up 
here, in this—rough living here in this very 
hotel, room 42-A. And whenever I com- 
plained about anything, the Silver Fox 
would roll her eyes and say: “Just where do 
you think we live? The Waldorf Astoria?” 
Well, here we are back again, and I’m 
pleased to be here. And I understand that 
New York has been selected as the site of a 
very important event in 1992: a convention 
that will attract thousands of participants 
from all over the country, people who hope 
to put their past setbacks behind them and 
plan a winning strategy for the future. 
That’s right, the first reunion of all the ex- 
managers of the New York Yankees will be 
held right here in New York City. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Then there’s the other future New York 
convention: the Democrats’. Let me say 
that my hand is still extended to them 
when it comes to working for the good of 
the Nation. I look forward to the Senate 
hearings of David Souter. I am sure that 
they will find him to be tough, but fair. 
He’s a first-rate appellate judge, an out- 
standing jurist, and a great legal mind. And 
I am delighted that he is the nominee for 
the Supreme Court. 

Many Democrats in Washington have 
supported me in meeting this fantastic era 
of change abroad that Al D’Amato so gener- 
ously referred to, are working with me now 
to pass the first revision of the Clean Air 
Act in more than 13 years—tougher stand- 
ards to cut down on acid rain and other air 
pollutants. And they worked with me so I 
could sign into law a bill ending discrimina- 
tion against disabled Americans. So, tough 
negotiations can get results. I see Amory 
Houghton out here, and he and other Con- 
gressmen on the Republican side know this. 
They’re in the minority, but they’re work- 
ing hard. Tough negotiations can get re- 
sults. But differences between the parties 
are still broad, and they’re still deep, and 
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much remains to be done—too much. With 
more Republicans in Washington and in 
Albany, think of how much more we can 
achieve. 

In New York, we face a tremendous op- 
portunity to fight the Democrat gerryman- 
der, an opportunity to end discrimination 
against voters by race and by party. That is 
our mission this November. That is our mis- 
sion, and it is one that transcends mere pol- 
itics because we’re deeply concerned about 
the future of this great State. 

To coin a phrase, we love New York, all 
of New York, from the oak-lined avenues of 
Long Island to Yankee Stadium to Broad- 
way. From the city streets of Buffalo to the 
New York of farm towns and the Adiron- 
dacks, New York is a city of lights, a State of 
grandeur, a place where dreams come true. 
It certainly is for me. After all, New York is 
where Barbara Bush was born, and she’s 
doing pretty darn well. 

But we are concerned for the future be- 
cause New York has become something 
else: It’s become a showcase of liberal poli- 
cies. And after 16 years of dominance by 
liberal Democrats, it’s time to judge the re- 
sults. 

For 92 months, America has enjoyed 
peacetime economic expansion and the cre- 
ation of more than 22 million jobs. But not 
all the benefits of those years were enjoyed 
by the people of New York State. Through- 
out the 1980’s, while most of America was 
growing and looking forward to the future, 
life in New York, especially in the city, was 
becoming more expensive, more difficult, 
and more dangerous, regrettably, than ever 
before. 

Liberal Democrats blame every problem 
on Republican policies, especially Republi- 
can economic policies. But in the late sev- 
enties, a large airline centered in New York 
didn’t go out of business; it just decided to 
move south to Texas, taking more than a 
thousand jobs with it. And in 1987, a large 
energy corporation based in New York 
didn’t go out of business; it just decided to 
move south to Virginia, taking 3,600 jobs 
with it. In fact, since 1983 almost a third of 
the Fortune 500 corporations based here 
have chosen to leave. 

Now New Yorkers want a change. New 
Yorkers want the companies and the good 
jobs they represent to stay right here in 
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New York. And New Yorkers want an end 
to open-air drug marts and these muggings. 
And New Yorkers want a government that 
empowers people, not bureaucracies. 

Twenty-nine out of the last 35 years of 
Democratic dominance in Congress have 
also taken their toll. Only a President car- 
ries a national mandate. But like Republi- 
cans before me, I know that to deal with a 
Democrat Congress is to often face govern- 
ment by gridlock, with spending skyrocket- 
ing out of control, good legislation thrown 
aside for pork, and a budget deficit looming 
over our children’s children. 

It is time we asked the American people 
to end the gridlock; to choose the liberal 
mindset of the Democratic Party or to 
choose our path, the Republican path of op- 
portunity and growth; to empower govern- 
ment to run their lives or to empower 
people to run their lives for themselves. 
Time to ask America to choose. 

Here in New York, you must choose a 
Governor. And let it be a Republican Gov- 
ernor: Pierre Rinfret. Here’s a family man— 
I hope you’ve al! met his family—a decorat- 
ed war hero, a successful entrepreneur who 
pulled himself out of Hell’s Kitchen and 
wants to lead others out of poverty. And 
some say maybe he’s not a politician. Well, 
he may not be a politician, but maybe New 
York doesn’t need another politician. 
Maybe New York needs a change right 
now. So, Pierre, we are all for you—you and 
your ticket. Best of luck! 

You know, New York faces another 
choice: to keep your outstanding senate 
leader, Ralph Marino, and his colleagues as 
your prime line of defense against a liberal 
Governor and his assembly. Republicans, 
you see, like what works. And that’s why 
your Republican senate has been, and will 
remain, your watchdog against big spenders 
and, more, a sane proponent of what works. 

So, be thankful that your Republicans in 
the senate forced a spending cap, forced 
baseline budgeting. It is the Republicans in 
the New York Senate who managed to trim 
$1% billion in Democratic spending propos- 
als. They know you can’t trust a party that 
would double the fare of the Staten Island 
Ferry. [Laughter] And kidding aside, think 
of what these Republicans would achieve if 
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they could work with a Republican Gover- 
nor in a Republican assembly. 

Jobs and spending are important, but safe 
streets are of equal concern, especially in a 
city that lives in fear. And that’s why New 
York agrees with us: Those violent criminals 
deserve nothing less than punishment, swift 
and sure. So, Republicans are united in 
wanting to change lenient, blame-the- 
victim laws; liberal Democrats don’t want 
to change these laws. Republicans want to 
allow the women of this State to be able to 
defend themselves with Mace, and liberal 
Democrats don’t. And Republicans—and 
this is a big one nationally—Republicans 
want murderers and drug kingpins to pay 
the ultimate penalty, and liberal Democrats 
don’t. 

In Washington, we argue that those who 
sell drugs are selling death, and we propose 
that drug kingpins reap what they sow. But 
our crime bill faces another obstacle. Fif- 
teen months ago, I stood before the US. 
Capitol and announced America’s determi- 
nation to take back the streets. The Senate 
has now cleared a crime bill—Al D’Amato 
fighting for it—a major new package, 423 
days after I proposed it. It’s not a perfect 
bill. It does nothing to ensure that evidence 
gathered by good, decent policemen acting 
in good faith isn’t barred by technicalities 
that let bad people go free. But this bill will 
go a long way toward toughening sentences 
for violent crime and reducing repetitive 
appeals. Now, this legislation is over in the 
House side now, before the House. And let 
us tell the Members of the House: 423 days 
is long enough. Don’t keep our men and 
women in blue waiting. Pass a tough bill, 
and pass it soon. 

Let me give you another example of how 
a liberal Congress, long in power, jealously 
clings to the failed policies of the past. In 
April of last year, our administration asked 
Congress to pass the Education Excellence 
Act, reform proposals to reward achieve- 
ment and allow educational choice. And yet 
Congress killed many of these sensible and 
cost-effective proposals, and then they dou- 
bled our request with hundreds of millions 
of dollars’ worth of unnecessary, unrelated 
and costly changes. — 

If liberal Democrats should have learned 
anything, it is that you cannot reform an 
education system by throwing billions of 


dollars at it. So, when is it going to pene- 
trate liberal thinking that we shouldn’t 
throw money at an ineffective education 
system that is already the most expensive in 
the entire industrialized world? When are 
they going to start demanding results and 
stop measuring the value of a program by 
the size of its price tag? And when are they 
going to stop blocking genuine, much- 
needed reform? 

Where the liberal mindset dominates, the 
net result has been the same: bad schools, 
dangerous streets, big deficits. Of course, 
times can change, and I hope they do. As 
you know, I met this morning, and will 
meet every morning this week, with the 
congressional leadership—the Speaker and 
the Democratic leader and the minority 
leader on the House side and the two 
Senate leaders, one Republican, one Demo- 
crat on the Senate—met to work for an 
agreement to lower our Federal deficit. We 
all know that the Democrats have a long 
track record on spending. But if the Berlin 
Wall could come down in the same year 
that America goes nuts over the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles, who knows what 
could happen next? 

And again, times can change. The leaders 
of Congress can work with me to break the 
impasse on reducing the budget deficit, and 
I think they are trying. I’ve saluted Dick 
Gephardt, and I'll do it here again tonight. I 
believe he’s trying hard. He’s the one that 
has to lead this enormously diverse group 
into trying to get a deal. The spotlight is on 
both sides to place progress over partisan- 
ship and the national interest over special 
interest. I welcome sincere efforts from 
both sides of the aisle, and I’m eager to get 
an agreement with congressional leaders to 
achieve meaningful budget reform. And 
this is my hope, but as long as the liberal 
mindset dominates, we will be forced to 
measure our successes in catastrophes avert- 
ed and calamities mitigated. 

The genius of the American system is that 
it allows for checks and balances; but this 
doesn’t mean that the voters must choose 
political stalemate, year after year, decade 
after decade. So, let me be blunt: Divided 
government just isn’t good enough for 
America or for New York. We must have 
more Republicans up there in Albany and 
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in Washington. And I think it’s time to ask 
the American people to let us show what 
we can do without the albatross of liberal 
legislatures. It’s time to ask America to 
choose. 

As we go into the 1990 election season, 
remember an adage from a great Republi- 
can Governor of New York and a great 
President. Theodore Roosevelt said, “In life, 
as in a football game, the principle to follow 
is: Hit the line hard.” The choice is clear: 
Republican reform or the Democratic status 
quo. And when we present the people with 
this stark choice, rest assured, we will hit 
the line hard in November. 

Thank you for all you have done to help 
this party. We are pledged to be in there 
supporting Pierre Rinfret and the rest of 
the ticket. May God bless you, and God 
bless the United States of America. Thank 
you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:50 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Clar- 
ence D. Rappleyea, State assembly minority 
leader; Pat Barrett, State Republican Party 
committee chairman; Dick Rosenbaum, Re- 
publican national committeeman; Ned 
Regan, State comptroller; Bernard Smith, 
Republican candidate for State attorney 
general; John Bush, former official of the 
State Republican Party; Rita DiMartino, 
State Republican Party committee vice 
chairwoman; Joe Mondello, Nassau County 
Republican Party chairman; Geff Yancey, 
Republican candidate for Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor; Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives; Richard A. Gep- 
hardt, House majority leader; Robert H. 
Michel, House Republican leader; Robert 
Dole, Senate Republican leader; and George 
J. Mitchell, Senate majority leader. A tape 
was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 


Remarks at a Proclamation Signing 
Ceremony for Captive Nations Week 
July 25, 1990 


The President. Thank you very much, 
and welcome—welcome to the Rose 
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Garden. And a special welcome to some of 
our guests—to all of you—but to some spe- 
cial guests today. Of course, I’m very 
pleased the Vice President is with me for 
this special occasion; Secretary Derwinski 
over here, who’s been a leader in all of this 
for many, many years; and of course, our 
Deputy Secretary, Larry Eagleburger— 
Deputy Secretary of State; and Don Carl- 
son, the head of the Voice. And so many of 
our friends from Congress, welcome to all 
of you. And a special, again, salute and wel- 
come to all of you have been in the fore- 
front of the captive nations cause for so 
many years. 

You know, for the last 32 years, Presi- 
dents from Eisenhower to Reagan have 
commemorated the ongoing struggle of 
captive nations. And traditionally, this one 
has been the ceremony to commemorate 
the ongoing struggle of these nations to 
bear witness to the suffering of millions—a 
ceremony to honor courage, a ceremony to 
tell everyone still in captivity that they are 
not forgotten. These previous captive na- 
tions ceremonies have not been moments of 
joy, but really, rather, of serious rededica- 
tion and sadness that so many in our world 
lived in the throes of tyranny. 

The Revolution of 1989 was stunning— 
thrilling, clearly a historic time. And at this 
ceremony last year, we told the world that 
we would keep faith with those who were 
oppressed; and we did. And then taking 
their lives into their own hands, the very 
people who are in our hearts crafted an 
unforgettable year of triumph. The triumph 
of brave hearts. The triumph of people de- 
claring they would control their own desti- 
nies. And last summer while we were in 
Eastern Europe, Barbara and I sensed that 
excitement in the air, that some of you here 
had been telling me about. In meetings 
with the people of Poland and Hungary, I 
pledged America’s strong support of their 
historic struggle. And like most Americans, 
we watched in joy as the barbed wire on 
that Austrian-Hungarian border came 
down. And we were deeply moved as the 
changes swept across the continent bringing 
within reach the vision of a Europe truly 
whole and free. 

For four long decades, America and her 
allies have remained united and strong in 
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our mission for peace and freedom. That 
strength has at long last borne some fruit. 
What an amazing year this has been—a 
year of technicolor glory in lands that had 
been defined by these black watchtowers 
and walls, and the drab emptiness of lost 
dreams. 

But we are gathered here today not just 
to celebrate the joyous change of this past 
year but to celebrate it in a very special 
way. With us today are some of the young 
people whose countries were a part of this 
Revolution of ’89. And each is proud of his 
country. And it’s easy to understand why 
they believe in themselves and in their 
homelands. For the bold and brilliant light 
of freedom now illuminates their world. 
And so, to honor that shining faith in the 
future, I dedicate this day to this new gen- 
eration of freedom and to future genera- 
tions who will never have to bear the 
burden of tyranny. For some of this new 
generation this freedom means a whole 
new world in their own backyard. On that 
unforgettable morning when the East 
German borders fell, parents gathered up 
their kids and brought them to the Bran- 
denburg Gate, the final symbol of tyranny 
in Berlin. And still in their pajamas, these 
children on this day of new freedom were 
passed up from friendly hand to friendly 
hand to have the thrill of sitting on top of 
the Wall, looking across at the endless hori- 
zon of their dreams. And now, a new gen- 
eration is coming of age in freedom. 

In the audience today is a group of 
young interns from Poland, Hungary, and 
Czechoslovakia. Supported by funding from 
private American organizations, they are 
spending the summer working and learning 
in our great country. And one is working 
with the speaker of North Carolina’s House 
of Delegates, another with a television sta- 
tion in Washington, another with the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. And they are here 
learning how a free society works and will 
return to build a free Poland, a free Hunga- 
ry, a free Czechoslovakia. 

But while we celebrate for those who are 
now free, we must also remember those 
who are not. And I continue to be moved 
by what I see and hear throughout the rest 
of the world where unfinished revolutions 
continue one heroic story at a time. In the 
Americas, where a boy with nothing but a 


board and sail windsurfed to escape the pol- 
itics of repression. In Asia, where iron tanks 
were met by the iron will of a courageous 
lone man. And today, I also want to remem- 
ber especially the people of Latvia, Lithua- 
nia, and Estonia, and renew our unflagging 
support for their long quest for national 
self-determination. The road ahead is going 
to be difficult. But we can now join them in 
looking forward with hope to the day when 
their long-cherished dreams will become re- 
ality. 

Alongside this success story of nations, we 
also hear quiet stories of individuals who, 
even in darkness, could see the vision of 
liberty; those who have risked everything in 
countries not yet free—the countries we 
must still remember today; the desperate 
people we must never forget, boys like 
Quang Trinh, a young Vietnamese teen- 
ager. He almost died escaping from the 
shattered life of a country where he had 
seen his mother killed, his father jailed, his 
brother’s spirits broken. Quang fled the 
only life he had known for freedom. And he 
jumped into shark-infested waters for free- 
dom. And he starved in delirium for free- 
dom. And after he was finally rescued and 
told he could enter the United States, he 
wept all night long. 

When did something touch our lives so 
completely that we cried for joy through 
the entire night? Quang calls America 
“freedom country.” And how many of us 
have stopped to think of our homeland in 
those terms? You know, on my desk inside 
there in the Oval Office, I have two special 
mementos with me at all times. One is a 
small American flag, given to me in an 
army hospital by a soldier wounded while 
fighting to free our friends in Panama. It 
represents America’s commitment to free- 
dom and to proud people wherever they 
may be who seek that freedom. And the 
other souvenir is a piece of the Berlin Wall, 
one of the very first chiseled from that hor- 
rifying affront to humanity. I keep it as a 
reminder of the miracle which courage, 
strength, and unity can achieve. It’s sitting 
right here. And I also wanted to bring with 
me today this piece of barbed wire which I 
brought to last year’s ceremony—some of 
you may remember. It came from the Aus- 
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tria-Hungary border. And these two sym- 
bols of tyranny should never be forgotten. 

Sitting in this peaceful Rose Garden today 
are several generations of these nations of 
miracles, including the new generation. But 
there are also countries that are still waiting 
to be free. So let us all work together so 
that next year this dream of freedom ex- 
tends to all those countries where it is now 
denied. Let us pray together that the light 
of liberty will shine across our entire planet 
and that the next Captive Nations Week 
will be the last. Thank you all for coming 
here, and God bless you for your steadfast 
commitment to freedom around the world. 
Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Edward J. Derwinski and 
Donald Carlson, Associate Director of the 
Voice of America. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re- 
marks. 


Appointment of Richard W. Porter as 
Special Assistant to the President and 
Executive Secretary for the Domestic 
Policy Council 


July 25, 1990 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Richard W. Porter to be Spe- 
cial Assistant to the President and Execu- 
tive Secretary for the Domestic Policy 
Council. Mr. Porter succeeds Kenneth P. 
Yale, who is assuming the position of Chief 
of Staff in the Office of Science and Tech- 
oer Policy, Executive Office of the Presi- 

ent. 

Since February 1989 Mr. Porter has been 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy 
Review and Analysis at the Department of 
the Treasury. Prior to this he was an analyst 
and the chief writer on the domestic policy 
staff of Bush/Quayle ’88. Mr. Porter also 
served as a law clerk to Judge Richard A. 
Posner on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Seventh Circuit and worked as a lawyer/ 
economist at Lexecon, Inc., a law and eco- 
nomics consulting firm in Chicago, IL. 
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Mr. Porter is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate 
of Middlebury College and received his law 
degree from the University of Chicago Law 
School, where he was awarded the John 
Olin Prize as the outstanding graduate in 
law and economics. Mr. Porter was born 
and raised in Mount Kisco, NY. He is mar- 
ried to the former Karen Louise Anderson 
of Barrington Hills, IL. 


Remarks on Signing the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 


July 26, 1990 


Evan, thank you so much. And welcome 
to every one of you, out there in this splen- 
did scene of hope, spread across the South 
Lawn of the White House. I want to salute 
the Members of the United States Congress, 
the House and the Senate who are with us 
today—active participants in making this 
day come true. This is, indeed, an incredi- 
ble day. Especially for the thousands of 
people across the Nation who have given so 
much of their time, their vision, and their 
courage to see this act become a reality. 

You know, I started trying to put togeth- 
er a list of all the people who should be 
mentioned today. But when the list started 
looking a little longer than the Senate testi- 
mony for the bill, I decided I better give 
up, or that we’d never get out of here 
before sunset. So, even though so many de- 
serve credit, I will single out but a tiny 
handful. And I take those who have guided 
me personally over the years: of course, my 
friends Evan Kemp and Justin Dart, up 
here on the platform with me; and of 
course—I hope you'll forgive me for also 
saying a special word of thanks to two from 
the White House, but again, this is personal, 
so I don’t want to offend those omitted— 
two from the White House, Boyden Gray 
and Bill Roper, who labored long and hard. 
And I want to thank Sandy Parrino, of 
course, for her leadership. And I again—it is 
very risky with all these Members of Con- 
gress here who worked to hard, but I can 
say on a very personal basis, [Senator] Bob 
Dole has inspired me. 

This is an immensely important day, a 
day that belongs to all of you. Everywhere I 
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look, I see people who have dedicated 
themselves to making sure that this day 
would come to pass: my friends from Con- 
gress, as I say, who worked so diligently 
with the best interest of all at heart, Demo- 
crats and Republicans; members of this ad- 
ministration—and I’m pleased to see so 
many top officials and members of my Cab- 
inet here today who brought their caring 
and expertise to this fight; and then, the 
organizations—so many dedicated organiza- 
tions for people with disabilities, who gave 
their time and their strength; and perhaps 
most of all, everyone out there and others— 
across the breadth of this nation are 43 mil- 
lion Americans with disabilities. You have 
made this happen. All of you have made this 
happen. To all of you, I just want to say your 
triumph is that your bill will now be law, and 
that this day belongs to you. On behalf of our 
nation, thank you very, very much. 


Three weeks ago we celebrated our na- 
tion’s Independence Day. Today we’re here 
to rejoice in and celebrate another “Inde- 
pendence Day,” one that is long overdue. 
With today’s signing of the landmark Amer- 
icans for Disabilities Act, every man, 
woman, and child with a disability can now 
pass through once-closed doors into a bright 
new era of equality, independence and 
freedom. As I look around at all these 
joyous faces, I remember clearly how many 
years of dedicated commitment have gone 
into making this historic new civil rights act 
a reality. It’s been the work of a true coali- 
tion, a strong and inspiring coalition of 
people who have shared both a dream and 
a passionate determination to make that 
dream come true. It’s been a coalition in 
the finest spirit: a joining of Democrats and 
Republicans, of the legislative and the exec- 
utive branches, of Federal and State agen- 
cies, of public officials and private citizens, 
of people with disabilities and without. 


This historic act is the world’s first com- 
prehensive declaration of equality for 
people with disabilities—the first. Its pas- 
sage has made the United States the inter- 
national leader on this human rights issue. 
Already, leaders of several other countries, 
including Sweden, Japan, the Soviet Union, 
and all 12 members of the EEC [European 
Economic Community], have announced 


that they hope to enact now similar legisla- 
tion. 

Our success with this act proves that we 
are keeping faith with the spirit of our cou- 
rageous forefathers who wrote in the Decla- 
ration of Independence: “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights.” These words have been our guide 
for more than two centuries as we've la- 
bored to form our more perfect union. But 
tragically, for too many Americans, the 
blessings of liberty have been limited or 
even denied. The Civil Rights Act of 64 
took a bold step towards righting that 
wrong. But the stark fact remained that 
people with disabilities were still victims of 
segregation and discrimination, and this was 
intolerable. Today’s legislation brings us 
closer to that day when no Americans will 
ever again be deprived of their basic guar- 
antee of life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness. 

This act is powerful in its simplicity. It 
will ensure that people with disabilities are 
given the basic guarantees for which they 
have worked so long and so hard: independ- 
ence, freedom of choice, control of their 
lives, the opportunity to blend fully and 
equally into the rich mosaic of the Ameri- 
can mainstream. Legally, it will provide our 
disabled community with a powerful expan- 
sion of protections and then basic civil 
rights. It will guarantee fair and just access 
to the fruits of American life which we all 
must be able to enjoy. And then, specifical- 
ly, first the ADA ensures that employers 
covered by the act cannot discriminate 
against qualified individuals with disabil- 
ities. Second, the ADA ensures access to 
public accommodations such as restaurants, 
hotels, shopping centers and offices. And 
third, the ADA ensures expanded access to 
transportation services. And fourth, the 
ADA ensures equivalent telephone services 
for people with speech or hearing impedi- 
ments. 

These provisions mean so much to so 
many. To one brave girl in particular, they 
will mean the world. Lisa Carl, a young 
Washington State woman with cerebral 
palsy, who I’m told is with us today, now 
will always be admitted to her hometown 
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theater. Lisa, you might not have been wel- 
come at your theater, but I'll tell you—wel- 
come to the White House. We're glad 
you're here. The ADA is a dramatic renew- 
al not only for those with disabilities but for 
all of us, because along with the precious 
privilege of being an American comes a 
sacred duty to ensure that every other 
American’s rights are also guaranteed. 

Together, we must remove the physical 
barriers we have created and the social bar- 
riers that we have accepted. For ours will 
never be a truly prosperous nation until all 
within it prosper. For inspiration, we need 
look no further than our own neighbors. 
With us in that wonderful crowd out there 
are people representing 18 of the daily 
Points of Light that I’ve named for their 
extraordinary involvement with the dis- 
abled community. We applaud you and 
your shining example. Thank you for your 
leadership for all that are here today. 

Now, let me just tell you a wonderful 
story, a story about children already work- 
ing in the spirit of the ADA—a story that 
really touched me. Across the Nation, some 
10,000 youngsters with disabilities are part 
of Little League’s Challenger Division. 
Their teams play just like others, but—and 
this is the most remarkable part—as they 
play, at their sides are volunteer buddies 
from conventional Little League teams. All 
of these players work together. They team 
up to wheel around the bases and to field 
grounders together and, most of all, just to 
play and become friends. We must let these 
children be our guides and inspiration. 

I also want to say a special word to our 
friends in the business community. You 
have in your hands the key to the success of 
this act, for you can unlock a splendid re- 
source of untapped human potential that, 
when freed, will enrich us all. I know there 
have been concerns that the ADA may be 
vague or costly, or may lead endlessly to 
litigation. But I want to reassure you right 
now that my administration and the United 
States Congress have carefully crafted this 
Act. We’ve all been determined to ensure 
that it gives flexibility, particularly in terms 
of the timetable of implementation, and 
we've been committed to containing the 
costs that may be incurred. 

This act does something important for 
American business, though—and remember 
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this: You’ve called for new sources of work- 
ers. Well, many of our fellow citizens with 
disabilities are unemployed. They want to 
work, and they can work, and this is a tre- 
mendous pool of people. And remember, 
this is a tremendous pool of people who will 
bring to jobs diversity, loyalty, proven low 
turnover rate, and only one request: the 
chance to prove themselves. And when you 
add together Federal, State, local, and pri- 
vate funds, it costs almost $200 billion annu- 
ally to support Americans with disabilities— 
in effect, to keep them dependent. Well, 
when given the opportunity to be inde- 
pendent, they will move proudly into the 
economic mainstream of American life, and 
that’s what this legislation is all about. 

Our problems are large, but our unified 
heart is larger. Our challenges are great, 
but our will is greater. And in our America, 
the most generous, optimistic nation on the 
face of the Earth, we must not and will not 
rest until every man and woman with a 
dream has the means to achieve it. 

And today, America welcomes into the 
mainstream of life all of our fellow citizens 
with disabilities. We embrace you for your 
abilities and for your disabilities, for our si- 
milarities and indeed for our differences, 
for your past courage and your future 
dreams. Last year, we celebrated a victory 
of international freedom. Even the strong- 
est person couldn’t scale the Berlin Wall to 
gain the elusive promise of independence 
that lay just beyond. And so, together we 
rejoiced when that barrier fell. 

And now I sign legislation which takes a 
sledgehammer to another wall, one which 
has for too many generations separated 
Americans with disabilities from the free- 
dom they could glimpse, but not grasp. 
Once again, we rejoice as this barrier falls 
for claiming together we will not accept, 
we will not excuse, we will not tolerate dis- 
crimination in America. 

With, again, great thanks to the Members 
of the United States Senate, leaders of 
whom are here today, and those who 
worked so tirelessly for this legislation on 
both sides of the aisles. And to those Mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives with 
us here today, Democrats and Republicans 
as well, I salute you. And on your behalf, as 
well as the behalf of this entire country, I 
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now lift my pen to sign this Americans with 
Disabilities Act and say: Let the shameful 
wall of exclusion finally come tumbling 
down. God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:11 a.m. on 
the South Lawn of the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to Evan 
Kemp, Chairman of the Equal Opportunity 
Employment Commission; Justin Dart, 
Chairman of the President’s Committee for 
Employment of People With Disabilities; C. 
Boyden Gray, Counsel to the President; Wil- 
liam L. Roper, Deputy Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for Domestic Policy and Director of the 
Office of Policy Development; and Sandy 
Parrino, chairperson of the National Council 
of Disabilities. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 
S. 933, approved July 26, was assigned Pub- 
lic Law No. 101-336. 


Statement on Signing the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 


July 26, 1990 


Today, I am signing S. 933, the “Ameri- 
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990.” In this 
extraordinary year, we have seen our own 
Declaration of Independence inspire the 
march of freedom throughout Eastern 
Europe. It is altogether fitting that the 
American people have once again given 
clear expression to our most basic ideals of 
freedom and equality. The Americans with 
Disabilities Act represents the full flowering 
of our democratic principles, and it gives 
me great pleasure to sign it into law today. 

In 1986, on behalf of President Reagan, I 
personally accepted a report from the Na- 
tional Council on Disability entitled 
“Toward Independence.” In that report, 
the National Council recommended the en- 
actment of comprehensive legislation to ban 
discrimination against persons with disabil- 
ities. The Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) is such legislation. It promises to 
open up all aspects of American life to indi- 


viduals with disabilities—employment op- 
portunities, government services, public ac- 
commodations, transportation, and telecom- 
munications. 

This legislation is comprehensive because 
the barriers faced by individuals with dis- 
abilities are wide-ranging. Existing laws and 
regulations under the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 have been effective with respect to 
the Federal Government, its contractors, 
and the recipients of Federal funds. Howev- 
er, they have left broad areas of American 
life untouched or inadequately addressed. 
Many of our young people, who have bene- 
fited from the equal educational opportuni- 
ty guaranteed under the Rehabilitation Act 
and the Education of the Handicapped Act, 
have found themselves on graduation day 
still shut out of the mainstream of American 
life. They have faced persistent discrimina- 
tion in the workplace and barriers posed by 
inaccessible public transportation, public ac- 
commodations, and telecommunications. 

Fears that the ADA is too vague or too 
costly and will lead to an explosion of litiga- 
tion are misplaced. The Administration 
worked closely with the Congress to ensure 
that, wherever possible, existing language 
and standards from the Rehabilitation Act 
were incorporated into the ADA. The Reha- 
bilitation Act standards are already familiar 
to large segments of the private sector that 
are either Federal contractors or recipients 
of Federal funds. Because the Rehabilitation 
Act was enacted 17 years ago, there is al- 
ready an extensive body of law interpreting 
the requirements of that Act. Employers 
can turn to these interpretations for guid- 
ance on how to meet their obligations 
under the ADA. 

The Administration and the Congress 
have carefully crafted the ADA to give the 
business community the flexibility to meet 
the requirements of the Act without incur- 
ring undue costs. Cost may be taken into 
account in determining how an employee is 
“reasonably accommodated,” whether the 
removal of a barrier is “readily achievable,” 
or whether the provision of a particular 
auxiliary aid would result in an “undue 
burden.” The ADA’s most rigorous access 
requirements are reserved for new con- 
struction where the added costs of accessi- 
ble features are minimal in relation to over- 
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all construction costs. An elevator exemp- 
tion is provided for many buildings. 

The careful balance struck between the 
rights of individuals with disabilities and the 
legitimate interests of business is shown in 
the various phase-in provisions in the ADA. 
For example, the employment provisions 
take effect 2 years from today for employ- 
ers of 25 or more employees. Four years 
from today that coverage will be extended 
to employers with 15-24 employees. These 
phase-in periods and effective dates will 
permit adequate time for businesses to 
become acquainted with the ADA’s require- 
ments and to take the necessary steps to 
achieve compliance. 

The ADA recognizes the necessity of edu- 
cating the public about its rights and re- 
sponsibilities under the Act. Under the 
ADA, the Attorney General will oversee 
Government-wide technical assistance ac- 
tivities. The Department of Justice will con- 
sult with the Architectural and Transporta- 
tion Barriers Compliance Board, the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, the 
Department of Transportation, the Federal 
Communications Commission, the National 
Council on Disability, and the President’s 
Committee on Employment of People with 
Disabilities, among others, in the effort. We 
will involve trade associations, advocacy 
groups, and other similar organizations that 
have existing lines of communications with 
covered entities and persons with disabil- 
ities. The participation of these organiza- 
tions is a key element in assuring the suc- 
cess of the technical assistance effort. 

In signing this landmark bill, I pledge the 
full support of my Administration for the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. It is a great 
honor to preside over the implementation 
of the responsibilities conferred on the ex- 
ecutive branch by this Act. I pledge that we 
will fulfill those responsibilities efficiently 
and vigorously. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act pre- 
sents us all with an historic opportunity. It 
signals the end to the unjustified segrega- 
tion and exclusion of persons with disabil- 
ities from the mainstream of American life. 
As the Declaration of Independence has 
been a beacon for people all over the world 
seeking freedom, it is my hope that the 
Americans with Disabilities Act will likewise 
come to be a model for the choices and 
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opportunities of future generations around 
the world. 

George Bush 
The White House, 
July 26, 1990. 


Note: S. 933, approved July 26, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 101-336. 


Appointment of Michael P. Jackson as 
Special Assistant to the President and 
Executive Secretary for Cabinet Liaison 


July 26, 1990 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Michael P. Jackson to be Spe- 
cial Assistant to the President and Execu- 
tive Secretary for Cabinet Liaison. 

Since January 1990 Mr. Jackson has 
served as Executive Secretary for Cabinet 
Liaison at the White House. From January 
1989 to December 1989, he served as Asso- 
ciate Director in the White House Office of 
Cabinet Affairs. From 1986 to 1988, Mr. 
Jackson worked in the Office of the Secre- 
tary at the Department of Education, first 
as Special Assistant for Public Affairs and 
later as Special Assistant to the Secretary. 
Mr. Jackson has worked for the White 
House Conference on Small Business and 
the American Enterprise Institute and has 
taught political science at the University of 
Georgia and Georgetown University. 

Mr. Jackson graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Houston (B.A.) and Georgetown Uni- 
versity (Ph.D.). He is married and resides in 
Alexandria, VA. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the Report of the Test of 
Television Broadcasting into Cuba 


July 27, 1990 


NN i's 
Enclosed please find the report on the 
findings of the test of television broadcast- 
ing to Cuba required by section 247(b\2) of 
Public Law 101-246. 
Sincerely, 
George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Clai- 
borne Pell and Jesse Helms, chairman and 





ranking member of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, respectively; Dante B. 
Fascell and William S. Broomfield, chair- 
man and ranking member of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, respectively; 
and John D. Dingell and Norman F. Leni, 
chairman and ranking member of the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee, 
respectively. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





July 21 


Alternatives to Domestic Violence, of Riverside, 
CA. Founded in 1977 by concerned citizens, 
Alternatives to Domestic Violence provides 
support services to victims of domestic vio- 
lence. By assisting in the organization’s pro- 
grams and helping increase public awareness, 
more than 100 volunteers play a critical role. 
Volunteers who assist with the 24-hour crisis 
line provide counseling, information, referral, 
and emotional support to those who call in 
need of assistance. Those who work with the 
Horizon House Shelter comfort women who 
have sought refuge from domestic abuse. The 
children’s program counsels the children who 
temporarily live at Horizon House, helping 
them cope emotionally with the violence they 
have experienced. In addition, the volunteers 
accompany the women throughout the judicial 
process, offering advice and providing support. 


July 23 


Connie Harris, of Springfield, OR. In 1984, 
Connie Harris became a mother at 17 years 
old. She joined the Birth to Three support 
group, seeking help and guidance with mother- 
hood. She was an active member of the sup- 
port group, during which time she completed 
high school and obtained a full-time job. In 
1986, when the leader of her Birth to Three 
support group could no longer fulfill her role, 
Ms. Harris volunteered to ensure that the 
group continued meeting. After working full- 
time each day, she volunteers an additional 10 
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to 15 hours per week, encouraging the young 
mothers to continue their educations and help- 
ing them develop good parenting skills. 


July 24 


Davarian Baldwin, of Beloit, WI. For over 3 
years, Mr. Baldwin, 18, has been an active 
member of the Beloit Positive Youth Develop- 
ment (PYD) program. Through this program, 
Mr. Baldwin counsels young people in Beloit’s 
low-income neighborhood, helping them devel- 
op an appreciation for their community and 
the environment. He also founded a rap group, 
called the “DP Boyz,” whereby he offers 
advice to young people on peer pressure, drug 
involvement, and making difficult decisions. 


July 25 


Gudrun “Gudy” Gaskill, of Golden, CO. In 
1968 Ms. Gaskill began teaching others about 
the importance of preserving the environment 
by coordinating trail clean-ups. In 1973, she 
began to help build the Colorado Trail, a 470- 
mile string of hiking trails, paths, and campsites 
stretching across the mountains from Waterton 
Canyon to Durango. Ms. Gaskill coordinates 
the volunteer work crews, responds to inquiries 
for maps and information, and handles all pa- 
perwork. She also spends extended periods of 
time out on the trail, helping the volunteers 
with the physical work. 


July 26 


Harvest House, of Lansing, MI. Harvest House 
Street Ministry offers comfort and hope to 
single-parent families and those who are home- 
less. Founded in 1986, Harvest House’s many 
branches reach deep into the community, ad- 
dressing a variety of social ills. More than 20 
volunteers assist with many community service 
initiatives, ranging from feeding the hungry to 
educating the community on the dangers of 
drug involvement. 


July 27 


Ron Dickey, of El Paso, TX. Mr. Dickey, 28, was 
injured in a diving accident in 1985 and is now 
a quadriplegic. For the last 2 years, he has 
worked with DARE (Disabled Ability Resource 
Environment), sharing his experience with dis- 
abled peers and offering them hope and 
advice. Mr. Dickey volunteers 20 hours a week 
for DARE, visiting patients in rehabilitation 
hospitals and nursing homes to ease their con- 
cerns and fears. In addition, he continues to 
stay in contact with the patients on a long-term 
basis, even after they no longer participate in 
the DARE program. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





July 21 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled from Newport News, VA, to 
Camp David, MD, for the weekend. 


July 22 

The President and Mrs. Bush returned to 
the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 


July 23 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady; 

—champions from the ladies’ professional 
golf tour; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—Federal appeals 
Jones; 

—Federal appeals court judge David H. 
Souter. 


July 24, 

The President met at the White House 
with the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; and members of the CIA 
briefing staff. 

The President announced that William J. 
Doyle III will continue to serve as Inspector 
General of the Railroad Retirement Board. 
Dr. Doyle has served as Inspector General 
since 1986. 


July 25 
The President met at the White House 
with: 


court judge Edith 
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—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brerit 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders, to discuss Federal 
budget negotiations; 

—congressional leaders, to discuss the de- 
fense budget. 

In the morning, the President attended a 
fundraising reception for Representative 
Claudine Schneider. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in north-central Vermont as a 
result of severe storms and flooding that 
began on July 4, 1990. He directed the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management Agency to 
provide assistance to supplement State and 
local recovery efforts. 


July 26 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders, to discuss the 
Federal budget negotiations; 

—Jean-Pascal Delamuraz, Chief of the 
Department of Public Economy of 
Switzerland; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


July 27 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders, to discuss the 
Federal budget negotiations; 

—the President’s Council of Advisors on 
Science and Technology. 


The President announced that the follow- 
ing individuals will comprise the U.S. dele- 
gation to the Presidential inauguration of 





Alberto Fujimori, July 28, 1990, in Lima, 
Peru: 


Delegation chairman 


Lauro Cavazos, Secretary of Education, and his 
wife, Peggy Cavazos 

Delegates 

Chase Untermeyer, Assistant to the President and 
Director of Presidential Personnel 


Anthony Quainton, U.S. Ambassador to the Re- 
public of Peru 


In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush went to their home in Kennebunk- 
port, ME. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted July 23 


The following-named persons to be mem- 
bers of the Farm Credit Administration 
Board, Farm Credit Administration, for the 
terms indicated: 


For the term expiring October 13, 1994: 
Billy Ross Brown, of Mississippi, vice Jim 
R. Billington, resigned. 
For the term expiring May 21, 1996: 


John C. Datt, of Virginia, vice Marvin 
Duncan, term expired. 


Submitted July 25 


David H. Souter, 

of New Hampshire, to be an Associate Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, vice William Joseph Brennan, Jr., re- 
tired. 


Edward P. Brynn, 

of Vermont, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
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Submitted July 25—Continued 


tiary of the United States of America to 
Burkina Faso. 


Ryan Clark Crocker, 

of Washington, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Lebanon. 


Jerome H. Powell, 

of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury, vice David W. Mullins, Jr., 
resigned. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released July 21 


Advance text: 
Remarks at the christening of the U.S. 
George Washington in Newport News, VA 


Released July 23 


Fact sheet: 


New trade measures for Latin America and 
the Caribbean 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on President Bush’s meeting 
with President Rodrigo Borja Cevallos of 
Ecuador—by Assistant Secretary of State for 
Inter-American Affairs Bernard W. Aronson 


Fact sheet: 
Biography of David Hackett Souter 
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Released July 24 


Advance text: 
Remarks at an antidrug rally in Philadel- 
phia, PA 


Advance text: 

Remarks at a Republican Party fundraising 
dinner in New York City 

Released July 26 


Fact sheet: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 


Released July 27 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Diane Gilbert Weinstein to 
be a judge of the U.S. Claims Court 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved July 26 


S. 933 / Public Law 101-336 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 


Approved July 27 


H.R. 2844 / Public Law 101-337 

To improve the ability of the Secretary of 
the Interior to properly manage certain re- 
sources of the National Park System 


SJ. Res. 276 / Public Law 101-338 
Designating the week beginning July 22, 
1990, as “Lyme Disease Awareness Week” 
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